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31J7. Rajnath felicitates all women crew for sailing 
expedition 

                                  -      द                  

 Defence Minister Rajnath Singh on Thursday felicitated nine 
women officers of the Indian Army, Navy, and Air Force for successfully 
completing the country‟s first-ever Tri-Service all-women 
circumnavigation sailing expedition — „Samudra Pradakshina‟. 

                                              ,        औ                        
                           -     (Tri-Service)    -          -              

       — „      द    ‟ —                                          
 Mr. Singh spoke to the officers in New Delhi and commended them 

for completing the 314-day voyage aboard the Indian Army Sailing Vessel 
(IASV) Triveni. 

             ई  द                              औ                         

(IASV)           314  द                                                       
 They sailed nearly 25,500 nautical miles across four oceans. 

                          भ  25,500           (nautical miles)             
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GS Paper 1: Society 31 July 2026 

TOPICS COVERED      
31J7 The rise of the cow belt and the politics of majoritarian power 

  -    (        )     द  औ            द                 

 

31J7. The rise of the cow belt and the politics of majoritarian power 

  -    (        )     द  औ            द                 

 In Uttar Pradesh, the literacy rate appears to have increased substantially from 1951 to 
2011, from around 12 per cent to 68 per cent. 

     द      1951    2011                    भ  12               68           ई      

         
 However, one must be wary of such figures, as the definition India employs to define a 

literate person is an outlier. 

                                          ,       भ                        भ             
                        

 To be considered literate in India, one only has to be able to read and write their own name; 
this requires only a very limited knowledge of the alphabet. 

भ                                                              औ                     ; 
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 If your name is Shiv, for example, you only need to know four letters. 

                                 ,                                              
 The Annual Status of Education Report (ASER) released in January 2024 shows that 

more than 50 per cent of fourteen-to-eighteen-year-old children in rural India are unable to 
solve a simple three-digit division problem that is taught in Class III. 

      2024                                  (ASER)          ,       भ       14    18         
   50                        III                                                          

                     
 Literacy skills are not much better, as from the same sample over 25 per cent were unable 

to read Class II level textbooks and just shy of 50 per cent could not read sentences in 
English. 

                     भ                    ,                    25                        II 
                             ,        भ  50                                             

 Of those who could read, 26.5 per cent did not understand what they were reading. 

                  ,         26.5                                                 
 In 2022, a new academic session commenced in Uttar Pradesh, but school children had no 

books as the government alleged it had insufficient funds to float a tender. 

2022         द                        भ    ,                                           
   ई        ,                                                                               
    

 School teachers complained that in the absence of new books, they had to collect books 
distributed to children in the previous school session. 

                                  ई                                                     
           ई                              

 However, the Uttar Pradesh government seems to have ample funds for spending on 
religious affairs. 

           द                                                                             
    

 The Department of Religious Affairs had forwarded a budget of ₹1,100 crore for FY 2022–
23. 

                               2022–23        ₹1,100           ट                  
 Post-COVID, some 51,000 government schools have shut down without there being any 

express intention of replacing them. 

               भ  51,000                              ,                              

                 ई    ट           ई            
 There is much excitement about digital learning, but this disregards the fact that only around 

50 per cent of Indian households have access to the internet, and that figure is only 37 per 
cent in rural India. 

                                                    ,                                     

भ              भ  50                                                , औ                   

           37           
 So, it is evident that education is not a priority and whatever resources the Uttar Pradesh 

government has are directed towards promoting greater religiosity, a fact that portends the 
future of the cow belt. 

          ट                             औ       द                                     
                                                     ,                भ                       

 This is the preparatory ground for the emergence of a significant politician from the cow belt, 
a national leader who would lead post the present Prime Minister, someone like Yogi 
Adityanath who has shown great fidelity to the principles of Hindutva. 
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                                       भ           भ                 ,                           

                                 ,             द     ,            द                            
                    

 With the emergence of the cow belt as the cynosure for the new nationalism, and with the 
prospect of delimitation looming, one discerns a new and unsettling diffidence amongst 
public intellectuals as well as politicians from the South, on the inviolability of the formula of 
„One Man, One Vote‟, the signature tune of majoritarianism. 

                     द          द            भ                     भ           ट           , 

                         द                             „        ,      ‟           ,    
            द                          ,                        ई औ                

    ई          
 Clever contrivances suggested by him, such as the „Cambridge Compromise‟, look 

suspiciously like the concerns Ivor Jennings, the constitutional lawyer, had alluded to in 
the 1950s, that in a post-colonial society, „a narrow franchise, indirect elections, tribal 
representations may all be [seen as] quite sensible‟. 

                             ,      „              (Cambridge Compromise)‟,            

                   -                                                                  1950    
द                    -औ                 „              ,                         

                                              ‟ 

GS Paper 1: Geography 31 July 2026 

TOPICS COVERED      

31J7 Mahanadi water dispute may end soon: Odisha CM 

    द         द   द                 :                   
31J7 How common are cloudbursts in India? 

                  (  द      )                          ? 

 
 

 

Live action: Mount Etna, in its latest act on Thursday, 
spews a massive plume of gases from one of its craters 
on the island of Sicily, Italy. 
Europe‟s tallest active stratovolcano, it is also a 
UNESCO World Heritage site known for its frequent 
eruptions.  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Volcanoes  

Shield Volcano 
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 Broad, gently sloping volcano formed by repeated eruptions of low-viscosity basaltic 

lava.  

 Lava flows over long distances before solidifying.  

 Eruptions are generally quiet (effusive).  

 Example: Mauna Loa (Hawaii, USA).  

Composite Volcano (Stratovolcano) 

 Tall, cone-shaped volcano built from alternating layers of lava, volcanic ash, and 

pyroclastic materials.  

 Characterised by explosive as well as 

effusive eruptions.  

 Most dangerous type of volcano.  

 Examples: Mount Fuji (Japan), 

Mount Vesuvius (Italy), Mount St. 

Helens (USA).  

Cinder Cone Volcano 

 Small, steep-sided volcano formed by 

the accumulation of cinders, 

volcanic ash, and rock fragments 
around a volcanic vent.  

 Usually has a single crater.  

 Example: Parícutin (Mexico).  

Lava Dome (Plug Dome)  

 Formed by highly viscous lava that 

cannot flow far from the vent.  

 Produces steep, rounded domes.  

 Often develops inside the crater of a 

larger volcano.  

 Example: Lassen Peak (USA).  

Caldera Volcano 

 A large volcanic depression formed when a magma chamber empties and the summit 

collapses.  

 May later contain lakes or new volcanic cones.  

 Examples: Crater Lake (USA), Toba Caldera (Indonesia), Yellowstone Caldera 

(USA).  

Top 5 Tallest Volcanoes in the World (Above Sea Level) 

 

Rank Volcano Height (m) Location Type 

1 Ojos del Salado 6,879 m Chile–Argentina (Andes) Stratovolcano (Complex) 
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Rank Volcano Height (m) Location Type 

2 Llullaillaco 6,739 m Chile–Argentina Stratovolcano 

3 Tipas 6,658 m Argentina Complex Stratovolcano 

4 Nevado de Incahuasi 6,638 m Chile–Argentina Stratovolcano 

5 Coropuna 6,377 m Peru Stratovolcano 

 Ojos del Salado is the highest volcano on Earth above sea level and lies on the 

Chile–Argentina border. It is also regarded as the highest active volcano in the 

world, although its recent activity has been limited to fumarolic activity.  

 Llullaillaco is the second-highest active volcano and is famous for its exceptionally 

well-preserved Inca archaeological site near the summit.  

 These tallest volcanoes are located in the Andes Mountains, part of the Pacific Ring 

of Fire and associated with the subduction of the Nazca Plate beneath the South 

American Plate.  

Do not confuse: 

 Highest volcano above sea level: Ojos del Salado (6,879 m).  

 Tallest volcano from base to summit (including the underwater portion): Mauna 

Kea, Hawaii (over 10,000 m from the Pacific Ocean floor to its summit). 
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31J7. How common are cloudbursts in India? 

                  (  द      )                          ? 

 When a wall of water suddenly crashes from the sky and sweeps away homes and roads 
within minutes, one of the first words officials and the media in India reach for is „cloudburst‟. 

                                              औ            ट                            
       ,    भ               औ                        „          (  द      )‟             

         

What counts as a cloudburst? 

               (  द      )             ? 

 According to the India Meteorological Department (IMD), a cloudburst occurs when a 
small area, around 20–30 sq. km, receives 10 cm or more of rain in an hour. 

                      (IMD)          ,                           भ  20–30              
     ट                         10                                        

 To put this in perspective, Indore receives 1,062 mm of rain every year on average. 

            ,   द             औ    1,062                    
 A cloudburst could dump nearly 10% of this in 60 minutes. 

                  60                                भ  10%               
 Some scientists have also advocated for a category called „mini-cloudburst‟, for 5 cm of 

rain in an hour over the same area, as, depending on the local topography, this can be 
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devastating as well. 

                „    -         ‟                 भ               ,                           
   5                      ,                                     भ                          
         

How common are cloudbursts in India? 

                                           ? 

 Although cloudbursts are relatively rare, global warming, in particular as the atmosphere 

warms and can hold more moisture, is making them more frequent. 

                             भ   ,     भ                ,                                  
                                                 ,                       

 In response to a question, former Union Earth Sciences Minister Harsh Vardhan told 
Parliament in 2019 that between 1970 and 2016, the IMD had recorded only around 30 such 

incidents. 

                                               .            2019                        1970    
2016        IMD               भ  30                    

 However, many experts believe this number is an underestimate. 

                                                    ट               
 Counting them is not straightforward because most cloudbursts occur in remote, high-

altitude regions, where rain gauges and weather stations are sparse. 

                          ,                                                         ,      
             औ                       

How does a cloudburst form? 

                      ? 

 A cloudburst typically begins with convection, when warm, moist air rises rapidly into the 
atmosphere. 

                         (Convection)        भ        ,        औ                      ऊ   
         

 In mountainous areas, this is called orographic lifting, where monsoon winds are forced 

upwards by steep slopes. 

                                            (Orographic Lifting)            ,               
                       ऊ                             

 As the air rises, it cools and condenses into towering cumulonimbus clouds, which can be 
up to 15 km tall. 

    -          ऊ          ,                             औ                        द             

       ,       ऊ   ई 15                         
 Water droplets begin to form inside these clouds and, as they get heavier, they would 

normally fall as rain. 

            भ             द               औ           भ                                            
 However, if the currents of warm air moving upwards are very strong, they can keep 

raindrops suspended in the air for longer. 

          ऊ                                            ,                  द                      
                          

 Eventually, the weight of the water droplets becomes too great for gravity and the updrafts 

to hold, or the updrafts weaken, sending the water plummeting down like an ocean 
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descending on the ground. 

               द     भ                                      औ                       (Updrafts) 

                   ,                                ,                                      
भ                                 

 Cloudbursts are very difficult to forecast. 

                                                  
 For instance, Doppler weather radars work by emitting and receiving radar beams, which 

mountains can block, creating blind spots over many areas where cloudbursts are also 
more common. 

             ,                                      औ                              ,       
                                 ,                                                            
 ट                   

 That said, the IMD is currently working on „nowcasting‟, a technology that issues short-term 

alerts every few hours. 

    भ ,                         (IMD)           „          ‟                        ,    
            ट                                       

 Under the government‟s new „Mission Mausam‟, India also plans to more than double its 
radar network, from the current 40 or so, and use AI to better predict hyperlocal events. 

            „         ‟           भ                  भ  40                             
                             (AI)                                                   
                                      

 

GS Paper II: Polity 31 July 2026 

TOPICS COVERED      

31J7 States must set up prison oversight boards: SC 

                                        :               
31J7 Have fast-track courts delivered on the promise of speedy justice? 

        -                                     द                 ? 

31J7 Why did the Cauvery panel order Karnataka to release water? 

                                          द        द  ? 
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31J7. States must set up prison oversight boards: SC 

                                        :               

 The Supreme Court on Thursday directed all States and Union 
Territories to constitute a Board of Visitors for prisons in every district, as 
required under the Model Prison Manual, 2016, within four weeks. 

                            भ        औ             द                       , 

2016                                   भ                                  ऑ  

        (               )                          
 The oversight body, comprising official and non-official members, 

conducts regular inspections of prisons, monitors the welfare of inmates, and 
reviews living conditions. 

                ,              औ     -        द                ,                

              ,    द                                                              
               

 A Bench headed by Justice J.B. Pardiwala passed the direction while 
hearing a suo motu case initiated to address discrimination inside prisons 
following the apex court‟s judgment in October last year directing the removal of 
provisions and practices in prison manuals that perpetuated caste discrimination. 

            .  .    द                                                (        ) 
              ई              ,                                                  

                       द                               औ            ट             

               भ      द                                भ              
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31J7. Have fast-track courts delivered on the promise of speedy justice? 

        -                                     द                 ? 

 Following the announcement, the Delhi High Court has constituted a fast-track court at the 
Rouse Avenue Courts Complex to exclusively hear cases under the Public Examinations 
(Prevention of Unfair Means) Act, 2024. 

                 द                                                    -               
           ,                     (                      )        , 2024                    
              ई        

 While funds may be allocated for judicial officers, support staff, and operational expenses, 
the real constraint is judicial capacity. 

                      ,                                              ट               
  ,                                           

 Equally important is whether the procedural reforms needed to support these courts are in 

place. 

   भ                                         भ                                           
                   

 Are all stakeholders coordinating to ensure cases progress without unnecessary 
adjournments? 

     भ                                                                              
 The Union Law Ministry recently said that Fast-Track Special Courts (FTSCs) 

are burdened with a backlog of nearly 2.45 lakh cases. What explains this 
pendency? 

                                          -                  (FTSCs)      2.45 

                          द                                        ? 
 While the National Judicial Data Grid provides pendency and disposal timelines for courts 

generally, it does not offer comparable data for FTSCs. 

                                                                  औ                -

                                  ,       FTSCs                                       
 Trial courts across the country are currently grappling with nearly 4.8 crore pending cases, 

of which roughly 74% are criminal matters. 

   भ            द                 भ  4.8                               ,         भ  74% 

                           
 Do we have enough investigators, forensic laboratories, and judicial resources to 

complete investigations within the prescribed time? 

                                                                 ,                        
                      ? 

The Supreme Court has cautioned that arbitrarily designating cases for fast-track 
courts may violate the right to equality under Article 14 of the Constitution. 
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                         द                                   -                      
                 द 14            द                                         

 Even in Delhi, it is not uncommon for a single public prosecutor to appear before multiple 

courts in a day, simply because there are not enough prosecutors. 

            द       भ                                                              
               ,                भ                    

 Paper leak cases, for instance, often hinge on digital evidence recovered from electronic 
devices, making cyber forensics critical. 

             ,                                                                    भ     
       ,                                                

 Yet forensic laboratories are severely understaffed and overburdened. 

    भ                       भ                       औ             भ                  
 SN: Lawyers, witnesses, investigators and prosecutors should know well in advance 

when they are required to appear so that hearings can proceed without disruption. 

    :          ,      ,                                                                  

              ,           ई                                 
 

 
 

31J7. Why did the Cauvery panel order Karnataka to release water? 

                                          द        द  ? 

 The Cauvery Water Management Authority (CWMA), functions within the ambit of the 
Cauvery Water Management Authority (CWMA), which constitutes the implementation 
mechanism for the final award (2007) of the Cauvery Water Disputes Tribunal, as modified 
by the Supreme Court in 2018. 

                        (CWRC),                         (CWMA)                     , 
                 द               2007                   2018                        
                                    

 The committee is headed by the Member (Water Resources) of the CWMA, Vineet Gupta, 
and has as its members the Chief Engineers of all the basin constituents and one 
representative each from the India Meteorological Department (IMD), Central Water 
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Commission (CWC), and the Union Ministry of Agriculture and Farmers‟ Welfare. 

                   CWMA     द   (         )                                           
          भ                                                  (IMD),               

(CWC) औ                                         -                     
 According to a notification issued by the Union Jal Shakti Ministry in June 2018, the 

committee monitors daily water levels, inflows, and storage at each of the reservoirs — 
Hemavathy, Harangi, Krishnarajasagara (KRS) and Kabini (all in Karnataka), Mettur, 
Bhavanisagar and Amaravathy (Tamil Nadu), and Banasurasagar in Kerala. 

    2018                                                      ,              ,      , 
            (KRS)           ( भ           ),       ,                       (           ) 
औ              (       )                 ,                                                

 
 

GS Paper II: Governance 31 July 2026 

TOPICS COVERED      

31J7 Activists raise alarm over PM CARES denial of access to audit statements 

              ऑ                                              ई       
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 



                      
 

  

P
ag

e1
5 

 
31J7. Activists raise alarm over PM CARES denial of access to audit 

statements 

              ऑ                                              ई       

 The Prime Minister‟s Citizen Assistance and Relief in Emergency Situations (PM 
CARES) Fund has not made public any audited financial statements for the past three 
financial years, even as activists raise concerns about its transparency. 

                                                    (PM CARES Fund)              

                        (ऑ     )                                 ,                         
           द                                

 The Fund, a public charitable trust established in March 2020 amid the COVID-19 crisis to 
support relief efforts during public health emergencies and other disasters, is chaired by the 
Prime Minister and funded entirely through voluntary contributions, according to 
information released by the Union government. 

     2020         -19    ट                                       औ                     

                                                ,                                           
                                                                    द                     

 The last publicly available audited financial statements, for the financial year 2022–23, 
show an opening balance of ₹5,415.65 crore, voluntary contributions of ₹909.64 crore, 
total receipts of ₹6,723.07 crore, total payments of ₹439.38 crore, and a closing balance 
of ₹6,283.68 crore as on March 31, 2023. 

                                                 ,              2022–23              ,    
                        ₹5,415.65     ,            द   ₹909.64     ,              ₹6,723.07 

    ,            ₹439.38          31      2023                   ₹6,283.68          
 Audited financial statements for 2019–20, 2020–21, 2021–22, and 2022–23 are available 

on the PM CARES website. 

2019–20, 2020–21, 2021–22     2022–23                           PM CARES          ट 

             
 The absence of publicly available audit statements after 2022–23 is “extremely 

concerning”, Anjali Bhardwaj, co-convener of the National Campaign for People‟s Right 
to Information, told The Hindu. 

2022–23           ऑ                                          "              "   ,        

                                            -                        द    द          
 The Ministry of Corporate Affairs also retrospectively amended the relevant rules under the 

Companies Act. 

                                                                भ             भ             

      
 At present, PM CARES remains outside the ambit of the RTI Act, parliamentary scrutiny, 

and audit by the Comptroller and Auditor-General,” she said. 

          , “          PM CARES                        ,    द                           

                  (CAG)           -                          ” 
 “There is apprehension that the secrecy surrounding PM CARES could create conditions 

similar to those seen in the electoral bonds case, where lack of transparency enabled quid 
pro quo, regulatory inaction, and extortion. 

“               PM CARES                ई                                           
                                  ई    ,         द          भ                   (Quid Pro 

Quo),                                                 
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 The trust is operating in a completely opaque manner,” she said. 

          , “     ट              द                           ” 
 The PM CARES Fund is registered as a public charitable trust under the Registration Act, 

1908, according to information released by the Union government. 

                                      , PM CARES Fund                           , 

1908                                                        
 The Trust deed was registered in New Delhi on March 27, 2020. 

                   27     , 2020     ई  द                    
 The government has maintained that the fund consists entirely of voluntary contributions 

from individuals and organisations, and receives no budgetary support. 

                                            औ                       द                     
                                         

 It has also stated that the Prime Minister serves as the ex officio Chairperson of the Trust, 
while the Union Ministers of Defence, Home Affairs, and Finance are its ex officio 
trustees. 

            भ                       ट     द        (Ex Officio Chairperson)   ,         , 
    औ                                  द         (Ex Officio Trustees)     

 Donations to the PM CARES Fund qualify for 100% deduction under Section 80G of the 
Income Tax Act, 1961 and are also eligible to be counted as CSR expenditure under the 
Companies Act, 2013. 

PM CARES Fund                           , 1961         80G           100%          
                           , 2013                                   द      (CSR)           

   भ                   
 The Fund has also been granted exemption under the Foreign Contribution (Regulation) 

Act (FCRA), enabling it to receive donations from individuals and organisations based 
overseas through a designated foreign contribution account. 

            द       द   (       )         (FCRA)           भ    ट          ई   ,          

           द       द                                           औ                             
    

 The PM CARES Fund has primarily financed India‟s COVID-19 response and emergency 
health infrastructure. 

PM CARES Fund               भ       COVID-19                              

                                        

GS Paper II: International Relations 31 July 2026 

TOPICS COVERED      

31J7 House panel calls for dedicated polar and Arctic affairs official 

   द                                                                        
           

31J7 The Bay of Bengal as India‟s SHANTI anchor 

        „      (SHANTI)‟                                    
31J7 Migrants flood into Spain‟s Ceuta exclave from Morocco 
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31J7.  House panel calls for dedicated polar 
and Arctic affairs official 

   द                                          

                                         

 A report by the Committee on External Affairs of 
the 18th Lok Sabha has recommended that a dedicated 
representative or Ambassador be appointed to coordinate 
with relevant countries on polar and Arctic-related policy 

matters. 

18                द               द                   ट  
               ई                                      

                                                    

              द                    
 The External Affairs Ministry has informed the 

panel that the Arctic-related policies are looked after by 
the Polar Cell in the United Nations Economic and 
Social Division of the Ministry even though many 
countries are now adopting an “institutionalised” 
approach to handle Arctic-related issues, including 
appointing a Polar/Arctic Affairs Ambassador. 

  द                                                       
                                                       
                               भ           ,               

       ट                                "        

       "            ,            /                   द   

           भ            
 The committee suggested that India should 

upgrade its present „observer status‟ in the Arctic 
Council to the level of „member status‟ whenever the 

Council undergoes a review. 

                                          द (Arctic Council)                „        

(Observer) द  ‟                           „ द   (Member) द  ‟                           
       

 The report noted that all Arctic Council Member States and most Non-Arctic Observer 
States such as Japan, China, Singapore, and South Korea have a Polar/Arctic 
Ambassador with a dedicated Polar/Arctic Affairs Desk. 

    ट                           भ             द     द   द                  -               

द  ,           ,    ,          औ  द          ,                /          द                 

     /                          
 The role of India in the Arctic Council is of importance as the Himalayan range is 

considered to be the third pole because of ice deposits that have a global importance. 

           द            भ                                                                 
          भ                       (Third Pole)               
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31J7.  The Bay of Bengal as India‟s SHANTI anchor 

        „      (SHANTI)‟                                    

 The Bay of Bengal region, one of the world‟s most disaster-prone regions, lacks 
coordinated mechanisms to respond to natural disasters. 

                 ,                        द -                    ,           द          ट   
                               

 Non-traditional threats such as climate-induced disasters, illegal fishing, cyber 
vulnerabilities, and supply chain disruptions require regional cooperation beyond bilateral 

aid or maritime power. 

   -             ,            -       द   ,           ,                                     
      ,                                                                       

 On July 13, External Affairs Minister S. Jaishankar introduced Securing Holistic 
Advancement through Norms, Trust and Integrity (SHANTI) while launching India‟s 
candidature for the UN Security Council (UNSC) for the 2028-29 term. 

13     ई      द          .           2028-29                                      द (UNSC) 

   भ                                   Securing Holistic Advancement through Norms, 

Trust and Integrity (SHANTI)               
 Building on Security and Growth for All in the Region (SAGAR) and Mutual and Holistic 

Advancement for Security and Growth Across Regions (MAHASAGAR), SHANTI 
provides a normative framework for shared maritime spaces, with the Bay of Bengal serving 
as the ideal region to operationalise it before expanding it across the wider Indo-Pacific. 

Security and Growth for All in the Region (SAGAR)     Mutual and Holistic 

Advancement for Security and Growth Across Regions (MAHASAGAR)           

SHANTI                               -                          ,                        
         द-      (Indo-Pacific)                                                                
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The Bay‟s centrality 

                            
 Historically, it connected South Asia and Southeast Asia through trade, culture, religion, 

and the exchange of ideas long before the Indo-Pacific entered diplomatic vocabulary. 

              ,    द-      (Indo-Pacific)                 ट                                  
      द          औ  द   -                    ,        ,                       -        
                       

 Today, it links India‟s Act East Policy with the Association of Southeast Asian Nations 
(ASEAN), provides access to the strategically vital Malacca Strait, and connects the eastern 
Indian Ocean to major global trade and energy routes. 

             भ           ई           द   -          ई                (ASEAN)            , 
           ट                                                                    द 

                         औ  ऊ                      
 China‟s heavy reliance on the strait — often described as the “Malacca dilemma” — has 

driven its expanding regional presence through ports and infrastructure projects, intensifying 
geopolitical competition. 

                               भ    ,           “      द     ”            ,             
औ                                                                      ,       
                    औ          ई     

 As economic connectivity, maritime governance, and strategic rivalry converge in the 
Bay of Bengal, SHANTI offers a framework that places norms, trust, and integrity — not 

tonnage — as the currency of durable advantage. 

    -                ,                                                    -                   , 
SHANTI                                            भ                                (ट  

भ  )               द   ,        औ                              

Maritime security evolution 

                     
 SAGAR, articulated in 2015, supplied the vision of „equity in development‟ and 

MAHASAGAR, announced in 2025, expanded that vision‟s scope recognising the 
interconnectedness of security (both vertically among nations and horizontally in threat 
perception) in the wider Indo-Pacific and the Global South. 

2015          SAGAR    „               ‟       ट             ,      2025          

MAHASAGAR       द-                     द                              (             

ऊ                                        )                          ट                    
 If SAGAR was a statement of intent and MAHASAGAR a statement of reach, SHANTI is a 

statement of method to situate India as the “preferred security partner” and “first 
responder”. 

    SAGAR                  औ  MAHASAGAR         ,    SHANTI भ       “       

          द  ”     “             द   ”                                               
 SHANTI fills this gap by providing principles to strengthen cooperation in maritime security, 

disaster response, the blue economy, and environmental resilience. 

SHANTI            ,   द         ,                                                       

                                                       
 This was reflected at the July 2026 BIMSTEC National Security Advisers‟ meeting in New 

Delhi, where member-states adopted common principles for maritime law enforcement and 
humanitarian assistance and disaster relief. 

       ई 2026     ई  द              BIMSTEC                                          
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31J7. Migrants flood into Spain‟s Ceuta exclave from Morocco 

                                                            
 Migration from Morocco into Spain‟s two North African territories, Ceuta and Melilla, has 

long been a politically sensitive issue between the two countries, as thousands cross the 
border at times. 

                                           औ                                                  

                                     ,          -                                   
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31J7. Jewellery loses sheen; gold ETFs 
glitter, says WGC 

                  ,      ETF          

   : WGC 

 India's penchant for gold in the form of 
jewellery weakened, even as the yellow metal's appeal 
as an investment gained traction, with Gold Exchange 
Traded Funds (ETFs) witnessing increased demand in 
April–June (Q1) 2026, according to the World Gold 
Council (WGC). 

                  (WGC)          ,     –    (Q1) 

2026          भ                                   

         ,                                       औ  
                      (ETF)                           

        ई  

31J7. Govt. launches Protection & 
Indemnity cover for mariner 

                       „                     ‟ 
                   

 The Department of Financial Services under 
the Ministry of Finance on Thursday launched India's 
first sovereign-backed Protection and Indemnity 
insurance product under the Bharat Maritime 
Insurance Pool (BMIP), designed by the New India 
Assurance Company. 

                                                        

             -       (Sovereign-backed)             

          (Protection & Indemnity)          द      भ   भ 

                           (BMIP)            ,          
                                        

 On this occasion, Financial Services 
Secretary Sanjay Lohia handed over the first 
Protection and Indemnity insurance policy 
document to Shipping Corporation of India Ltd. 

                                                 

          ऑ                                     

                                       
 The insurance provides financial protection against third-party liabilities, including crew 

liability, cargo liability, pollution liability, wreck removal, and a 24×7 port 
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correspondent network, with an indemnity limit of up to $1.5 billion, through the combined 
capacity of the pool, the Finance Ministry said in a statement. 

                    ,              -   द                                        ,          
द     ,      द     ,  द    द     ,                       (Wreck Removal)             
24×7          दद                                                                           
         1.5                                 (Indemnity)                

 Since the operationalisation of the BMIP by the Department of Financial Services (DFS) on 
May 12, backed by a sovereign guarantee, the pool has demonstrated substantial market 
acceptance and has successfully met its primary objective of providing uninterrupted war 
risk insurance capacity to Indian stakeholders, the statement said. 

               , 12  ई                     (DFS)                    (Sovereign Guarantee) 

                BMIP                                                                     औ  
     भ                                         (War Risk Insurance)                     
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31J7.  Girl‟s death in China reveals human cost of unregulated science 

                                                                     

 A six-year-old girl in China died in March 2025 after receiving what researchers said they 
believed was the world‟s first base-editing therapy directed at the brain, according to an 
investigation by Science and Retraction Watch. 

                                 2025              ई,                               
                                          -                                  Science     
Retraction Watch                             ई  
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 The investigation has raised important questions about the oversight of an experimental 
personalised gene-editing trial and the way the researchers and their institutions 

communicated their choices. 

                                 -    द                                 औ       
                                                                               

 The girl had Snijders Blok-Campeau syndrome, a rare neurodevelopmental disorder 
caused by a mutation in the CHD3 gene. 

                   -                        ,    CHD3                                       

    भ       -                       
 Although the condition affects intellectual development and its severity varies widely, most 

people with the condition live full lives. 

                                भ             औ         भ                     भ      
       ,     भ                                     औ                     
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 Base-editing is a more recent invention than CRISPR-Cas9. 

   -       , CRISPR-Cas9                                 
 The American biochemist David Liu developed it at the Broad Institute in 2016 after finding 

a way to convert one DNA letter directly into another — say, C to T — without cutting both 

strands of the DNA double helix, as Cas9-based editing does. 

           -                       2016                                    ,           DNA    
                            —      C    T —                                      Cas9-

                     DNA                      ट                         
 As a result, base-editing is, in principle, more „gentle‟ and can cause fewer unintended 

mutations. 

      ,              -                               औ                             
  भ                 

 Its development thus renewed hopes that gene-editing could graduate from being a proof of 
concept and to treating rare disorders caused by defects in single genes. 

                                ई       -    द                                       
                                       द                         भ                     

 That said, the memory of He Jiankui, the Chinese scientist who announced in 2018 that he 

had edited the genomes of twin girls at the embryonic stage without adequate ethical review, 
scientific justification, and even disclosure to his own university, has weighed heavily on the 
field. 

    भ ,           ई     ट  ,         2018                      ,         औ                 
                                                                                         , 
                भ                

 Dr. Qiu‟s team developed a personalised base-editing therapy designed to correct the 

genetic mutation in the child‟s brain cells. 

  .                                                                                    
                        -                           

 However, delivering the „editor‟ to the brain required the researchers to inject large doses of 
adeno-associated viruses (AAVs), which are known to carry risks of severe immune 
reactions. 

         „   ट ‟                                                -                (AAVs)    
                            ,         भ                                                    

 Toxicology studies in monkeys reportedly found that all the treated animals had developed 
liver injury and one monkey‟s kidneys were damaged as well. 

    ट           ,                    -                                               भ        
                     ई                  द     भ                 

 However, the researchers proceeded to inject the therapy into the girl‟s cerebrospinal fluid 
on March 24, 2025. 

           ,              24      2025                                  -   द           
     ट       

 Within days, she developed a fever and kidney damage, and died a week later. 

               भ                  औ    द             ई,                                 ई  
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31J7. What Alanine aminotransferase level can reveal about liver health 

                                                                    

 According to the World Health Organization (WHO), liver diseases account for around two 
million deaths globally every year. 

                  (WHO)          ,                        भ       भ  20                  

                 
 Viral hepatitis alone caused an estimated 1.3 million deaths in 2022, with about 254 

million people living with chronic hepatitis B infection and around 50 million with chronic 
hepatitis C infection. 

                              2022             13                     ई,        भ  25.4 

                             -               भ  5                              -   
                                   

 There is also a rising burden of metabolic dysfunction-associated steatotic liver disease 
(MASLD), previously known as non-alcoholic fatty liver disease, driven by increasing 
obesity and diabetes. 

            ,                   -                                (MASLD),           
   -                                     ,        भ           ,                          

       औ             

An early marker 

                  

 Alanine aminotransferase (ALT), also known as serum glutamic-pyruvic transaminase 
(SGPT), is an enzyme found predominantly inside liver cells. 

                      (ALT),                   -                   (SGPT) भ             , 
                                        भ                  

 When these cells are damaged or inflamed, ALT leaks into the bloodstream, making it one of 
the earliest laboratory markers of liver injury. 

                                    ,    ALT                          ,                      
          भ                                        

 Arul Prakash, gastroenterologist and hepatologist, SRM Prime Hospitals, Chennai, says 
ALT is also present in smaller amounts in muscles and the heart. 
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    ई                                     ट        ट         ट      ट                   , 

ALT                             द     भ                
 Therefore, an elevated ALT level does not necessarily indicate liver disease and should 

prompt further evaluation to identify the source of the abnormality. 

    ALT                                                       ,                   
                                                                 

 ALT is one component of the liver function test, which includes other liver enzymes and 
measures of liver function. 

ALT,                        ट    ,                                                
   भ          भ                   

 Although ALT is a sensitive indicator of ongoing liver injury, patients can still have significant 
liver disease despite normal ALT values. 

      ALT                                          ,     भ         ALT             भ  
                भ                        

 ALT testing is performed on a blood sample, with results typically available within a few 
hours. 

ALT                                    औ                             ट     भ             
         

 In advanced cirrhosis, ALT levels may return to normal because there are too few 
functioning liver cells left to release the enzyme. 

                         ALT                              ,                             

                                                      
 People living with obesity, diabetes, thyroid disorders, high cholesterol, viral hepatitis, 

long-term medication use, alcohol consumption, a family history of liver disease or sedentary 

lifestyles are at greater risk of liver injury and should undergo regular evaluation, he says. 

           ,       ,       ,              ,             ,                 ,               
    ,             ,                                                                          
                   औ                                

 Dr. Jothimani notes that liver enzyme elevation may occur in acute viral hepatitis, alcohol-
related liver disease, MASLD, autoimmune hepatitis and chronic liver diseases. 

  .                                                                    ,                      

   , MASLD,   -                                                              
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31J7. Clearance in reverse 

      द                        

 India‟s environmental impact assessment (EIA) regime 
rests on a single sequencing rule: a project must be appraised 
before the pickaxe pierces the ground, not after the building is 
operational. 

भ                           (EIA)              भ      

                                                  भ            
    भ                             ,                            
           भ              

 The Supreme Court of India‟s July 29 order, from a 
Bench led by the Chief Justice of India, Surya Kant, on post 
facto clearances, reaffirms that rule even as it hollows it out. 

                            29     ई                          

                                                   (Post Facto 

Clearances)                                         ट           , 
                           भ      भ                    

 The deeper problem that the judgment does not confront is 
the dissonance between the State-level appraisal machinery and 

the Centre‟s law. 

                                                   ,         

                   औ                                         
 A wetland is not an unregistered plot to be regularised on 

payment of a fee. 

  ई         (Wetland)               भ                            

                             
 Even the argument that these are hospitals and airports 

meant for public good cannot automatically justify the 
environmental cost. 

       भ               औ     ई                             , 
                                                 

 Worryingly, that transactional logic now has legal cover. 

                            -                                 

                
 The existing retrospective clearances do exact a fine 

from those who bypassed the norms — but the Jan Vishwas 
amendments stripped away the threat of imprisonment for 

environmental lapses altogether, leaving only monetary penalties, 
thus converting compliance into a „cost of doing business‟ entry, 

which a well-capitalised proponent can budget for. 

                                                                                              
       ,                                                                                
        औ                           ,                  „                   ‟ (Cost of 

Doing Business)                      ,                                                  
             ट                

 The latest judgment does not examine this shift, but endorses its premise, treating 
environmental harm as a debt that can be settled after the fact. 
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                                          ,                                          

                                                       ट    ट          भ                   
 But a principle meant to prevent irreversible harm cannot be honoured by pricing the harm 

and collecting the cheque. 

                 ,                                     ,                                   
औ       भ                 भ                        

 


