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Rajnath felicitates all women
crew for sailing expedition

Defence Minister Rajnath Singh on Thursday
felicitated nine women officers of the Indian
Army, Navy, and Air Force for successfully
completing the country’s first-ever Tri-Service
all-women circumnavigation sailing expedition —
‘Samudra Pradakshina’. He described their
achievement as a shining example of Nari Shakti
and jointness among the armed forces. Mr. Singh
spoke to the officers in New Delhi and
commended them for completing the 314-day
voyage aboard the Indian Army Sailing Vessel
(IASV) Triveni. They sailed nearly 25,500 nautical
miles across four oceans.
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31J7. Rajnath felicitates all women crew for sailing
expedition

TSAATT o AthraeT AT F v ga-ARET oo FF gFafaa fvar

e Defence Minister Rajnath Singh on Thursday felicitated nine
women officers of the Indian Army, Navy, and Air Force for successfully
completing the country’s first-ever Tri-Service all-women
circumnavigation sailing expedition — ‘Samudra Pradakshina’.

&t F:lt ety i o oA SR Jar, Fdar 3R arg Jar v at afger
IR & 227 & g 4T (Tri-Service) Td-Afgar fAeg-aRwar Aterra
AT — THE TETEOT — T Tl I Flel T FFHATAT R

e Mr. Singh spoke to the officers in New Delhi and commended them

for completing the 314-day voyage aboard the Indian Army Sailing Vessel
(IASV) Triveni.

i fig F 1€ feeht 7 3Rt & ara<ha i 31k 33w st afder auer

(IASV) ol 9T 314 Rt it AT AH AR T e & ToIT IeTehr TTE=AT T
e They sailed nearly 25,500 nautical miles across four oceans.

3eglel IR AFIERY 3 ¢91379T 25,500 WHY Her (nautical miles) & AT 1|

NINE WOMEN OFFICERS OF THE INDIAN ARMY, NAVY & AIR FORCE

Complete India’s First-Ever Tri-Service All-Women Circumnavigation Sailing Expedition
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Therise of the cow belt and the politics of majoritarian power
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The rise of the cow belt and the politics of
majoritarian power

An excerpt from Heartland Rising: The Making of Majoritarian India examines the cow belt's growing political weight and its role in shaping

majoritarian politics; it explores the intersections of demography, education, religion and electoral power

Javed Gaya

‘The Rise of the Cow Belt’
Page 94-96

tis relevant that Uttar Pradesh and
Bihar have consistently been
privileged, that their chronic failure
to develop is concealed under a
carapace of opacity, hiding important
aspects of State development in order to
enhance the weightage it would receive
under the Finance Commission. The
Union government has deliberately
manipulated and diluted the data for this
purpose. To take one example, there is
the matter of literacy rates. In Uttar
Pradesh, the literacy rate appears to have
increased substantially from 1951 to 2011,
from around 12 per cent to 68 per cent.
However, one must be wary of such
figures, as the definition India employs to
define a literate person is an outlier. To be
considered literate in India, one only has
to be able to read and write their own
name; this requires a very limited notion
of the alphabet. If your name is Shiv, for
example, you only need to know four
letters. The Annual Status of Education
Report (ASER) released in January 2024
shows that more than 50 per cent of
fourteen-to eighteen-year-old children in
rural India are unable to solve a simple
three-digit division problem that is taught
in class II1. Literacy skills are not much
better, as from the same sample over 25

per cent were unable to read class II level
textbooks and just shy of 50 per cent
could not read sentences in English. Of
those who could read, 26.5 per cent did
not understand what they were reading.
These are very damning statistics and
point to population growth being an
impending disaster rather than the
much-vaunted demographic dividend
envisaged by economists and politicians.

In this context, the priorities of State
governments, and particularly that of
Uttar Pradesh, are relevant.

In 2022, a new session commenced in
Uttar Pradesh, but school children had no
books as the government alleged it had
insufficient funds to float a tender. School
teachers complained that in the absence
of new books, they had to  collect books
distributed to children in
the previous school
session.

However, the Uttar

Pradesh government R 1

seems to have ample 1 S 1 ng
funds for spending on THEMAKING OF
religious affairs. The MAJORYARIAN
Department of Religious INDIA

Affairs had forwarded a

budget of 1,100 crores for

FY 2022-23. This is to be
contrasted with the more
parsimonious allocations

of previous years —a

paltry 32.5 crores was ‘
spent in 2017-18, which rose to

g
Hear(land

604.88 crores in 2021-22.

These priorities have to be seen in light
of the vainglorious narrative that the
Union government seeks to project
regarding the incipient digital and
knowledge economy. This seems rather
fanciful given the absence of any desire to
impart basic skills of literacy and
numeracy; post-COVID, some 51,000
government schools have shut down
without there being any express intention
of replacing them. There is much
excitement about digital learning, but this
disregards the fact that only around 50
per cent of Indian households have access
to the internet, and that figure is only 37
per cent in rural India. So, it is evident
that education is not a priority and
whatever resources the Uttar Pradesh
government has are directed
towards promoting greater
religiosity, a fact that portends
the future of the cow belt. With
the grandiose consecration of the
Ram temple at Ayodhya, the
theme of religious tourism is
being projected as the
‘desideratum’ for Uttar Pradesh
in terms of business and
employment generation, but it is
something that even the

electorate of Faizabad
roundly rejected in
2024.

This is the preparatory

ground for the emergence of a

significant politician from the cow belt, a
national leader who would lead post the
present Prime Minister, someone like Yogi
Adityanath who has shown great fidelity
to the principles of Hindutva. Post the
2024 general elections and, with rumours
of there having been a falling out between
Yogi and the Centre, this trajectory does
not seem as self-evident as it once was,
and much will hinge on the Uttar Pradesh
elections in 2027.

With the emergence of the cow belt as
the cynosure for the new nationalism,
and with the prospect of delimitation
looming, one discerns a new and
unsettling diffidence amongst public
intellectuals as well as politicians from the
South, on the inviolability of the formula
of ‘One Man, One Vote’, the signature
tune of majoritarianism. In fact, what
Gopalkrishna Gandhi has urged is
postponing delimitation until the cow
belt’s population growth comes under
control (which may never happen). Clever
contrivances suggested by him, such as
the ‘Cambridge Compromise’, look
suspiciously like the concerns Ivor
Jennings, the constitutional lawyer, had
alluded to in the 1950s, that in a
post-colonial society, ‘a narrow franchise,
indirect elections, tribal representations
may all be [seen as] quite sensible.
(Excerpted with permission from Heartland
Rising: The Making of Majoritarian India
by Javed Gaya, published by Context-
Westland Books)

31J7. Therise of the cow belt and the politics of majoritarian power
7il-87 (F73 de<) F1 367 IR TgEETRAE! Tl HI Toiellcd

e |n Uttar Pradesh, the literacy rate appears to have increased substantially from 1951 to
2011, from around 12 per cent to 68 per cent.

AT TS & 1951 ¥ 2011 3 el TIERAT &¥ 97797 12 gfaera ¥ dea 68 gfaerd &) a1$ ydia

g &

e However, one must be wary of such figures, as the definition India employs to define a
literate person is an outlier.

Ty O 3HTehsT o T HaHTl sXclail TR, Fifeh SRl # WIATC sqfarer shr TR 317 el
Y Telell 7 3AHT &
e To be considered literate in India, one only has to be able to read and write their own name;
this requires only a very limited knowledge of the alphabet.

AR 7 el SATFT T TR AN ST & ToIT shaol 19T HATH U 3T for@alr 3= garea §:
5ae forT auTATer &1 3cdd WA AT & 3aega g 81
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If your name is Shiv, for example, you only need to know four letters.
3¢18R0T & Torw afg 3maent 1A AT &, df 3! dhael TR 37&RY T AT glaAT T &

The Annual Status of Education Report (ASER) released in January 2024 shows that
more than 50 per cent of fourteen-to-eighteen-year-old children in rural India are unable to
solve a simple three-digit division problem that is taught in Class III.

STeTadl 2024 # STRY anfder faremr Reufay R (ASER) & 3e7@R, A1Hor 1R & 14 § 18 9 31y
& 50 wfaread & 3170 S F&T 111 7 IGIT ST aTel dfieT 37T & HIT & Teh ATYROT F2A T gol
A H TeTA TR g |

Literacy skills are not much better, as from the same sample over 25 per cent were unable

to read Class Il level textbooks and just shy of 50 per cent could not read sentences in
English.

WTeTCaT Fierer Y Al off 31 Qg 781 B, Frdifen sl sy & 25 wievera & 37feies areer e ||
TR T TTEAYETh o161 UG Heh, STelfeh o91879T 50 Fferere sreel 3raelt o a1y geat & 3raad 9|
Of those who could read, 26.5 per cent did not understand what they were reading.

S 9T UG ohd ¥, 397 F 26.5 UfAed Ig s 7 3AFT E b FATIG W o

In 2022, a new academic session commenced in Uttar Pradesh, but school children had no
books as the government alleged it had insufficient funds to float a tender.

2022 3 3WR F&=N H 74T AeT 00 T TRF# g3, febe] emerit St T Teedeh ST w70
IS ST Th, FTTeh TPR T FgaTT AT foh fATaET SIRT ¥t o forw 38 ard g =iy s1gr
ot

School teachers complained that in the absence of new books, they had to collect books
distributed to children in the previous school session.

faerery & RIeTehl o RISRI T 7o 75 TEAh ST & 8l & HROT 3o¢ TS AaTiOh @5 &
TaRel T TS qEcTeht vl aTaH Teho FYaAl UST|

However, the Uttar Pradesh government seems to have ample funds for spending on
religious affairs.

fohe] 30T & TR & I 13T it o¥ 0 et & forw oifedy iRy suemets gefte g
gl

The Department of Religious Affairs had forwarded a budget of ¥1,100 crore for FY 2022—
23.

i FrRF [Asmr & faehr a¥ 2022-23 & fav 21,100 F:8 &7 so7e wEarad faar 4|

Post-COVID, some 51,000 government schools have shut down without there being any
express intention of replacing them.

FIfas & a1 97897 51,000 TFRY FAGITET e 81 Ioh &, STeieh 3eTeh TUT W AT fdegrord
TG et &1 FIS TS ey fe@rs 8t &

There is much excitement about digital learning, but this disregards the fact that only around
50 per cent of Indian households have access to the internet, and that figure is only 37 per
cent in rural India.

fEfSree frator 1 et 3rcafties Scarg cgerd faha Sif 38T ¥, fohd T 59 2 1 3UaT aar g foh
IR o sharel SIT819T 50 Ffererd TRERT o I $eTAe h Flaenm suerser &, 3R Freior 1R 7 7
3iTehsT Shadt 37 a1

So, it is evident that education is not a priority and whatever resources the Uttar Pradesh
government has are directed towards promoting greater religiosity, a fact that portends the
future of the cow belt.

37cT: g TASE & o TRYGHT T fAehclr 78T § 3R 3T Y& TR & U ST HATH HTI:
377 enfierdT 1 Sorar &ot Y feR & ST ST @ 8, Y I3 dec & HITST FT Hohd SaT B

This is the preparatory ground for the emergence of a significant politician from the cow belt,
a national leader who would lead post the present Prime Minister, someone like Yogi
Adityanath who has shown great fidelity to the principles of Hindutva.
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e With the emergence of the cow belt as the cynosure for the new nationalism, and with the
prospect of delimitation looming, one discerns a new and unsettling diffidence amongst
public intellectuals as well as politicians from the South, on the inviolability of the formula of
‘One Man, One Vote’, the signature tune of majoritarianism.

FT3 o€ & AT ASLAIG o Fafag oh & H IR TUT IREHAT T 1T & fo¥ehe T o A1,
wrdifas geftshfagt qur Sfaror aRa & Tt & < ‘vw iFd, T AT & Bewid, si
qu@mmm& I 37ETUTTAT I olah Th o7g 3R idTetete Biste
fe@rs e &

e Clever contrivances suggested by him, such as the ‘Cambridge Compromise’, look
suspiciously like the concerns Ivor Jennings, the constitutional lawyer, had alluded to in

the 1950s, that in a post-colonial society, ‘a narrow franchise, indirect elections, tribal
representations may all be [seen as] quite sensible’.

3eTeh @RI FSIU 37T TX 34T, S “HiFaer FHSMAT (Cambridge Compromise)’, HTHI g€ dh
3of I3t & FAeTa-Serd Tl g € Toietent Seorw waenfaes faftraer amgav Sfdew =1 1950 &
e # fonam o1 fo 3eR-sitafaa e aarer # @iffa AafeaR, srvcrer game qur ST
vfafaftea @1 o o T 3R aEm ST EFaT 31

GS Paper 1: Geography 31 July 2026
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31J7 | Mahanadi water dispute may end soon: Odisha CM

HeTeTal Siel faTe STeq WATCd 8 WhaT ¢ MM & Fegeit
31J7 | How common are cloudbursts in India?

T H FATSSATE (TGl BeaT) Y HEAT fhdel) ATHTT &2

Live action: Mount Etna, in its latest act on Thursday,
spews a massive plume of gases from one of its craters
on the island of Sicily, Italy.

Europe’s tallest active stratovolcano, it is also a
UNESCO W orld Heritage site known for its frequent
eruptions.

Live action: Mount Etna, in its latest act on Thursday, spews a massive plume of gases from one of its craters on the island of Sicily, tay.
Europe’s tallest itis also a UNESCO forits requent eruptions. AFP

Shield volcano —|

Gentle sloping sides
due to runny lava

Layers of
cooled lava

Volcanoes

Shield Volcano
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» Broad, gently sloping volcano formed by repeated eruptions of low-viscosity basaltic
lava.

o Lava flows over long distances before solidifying.

o Eruptions are generally quiet (effusive).

e Example: Mauna Loa (Hawaii, USA).

Composite Volcano (Stratovolcano)

o Tall, cone-shaped volcano built from alternating layers of lava, volcanic ash, and
pyroclastic materials.

o Characterised by explosive as well as
effusive eruptions.

e Most dangerous type of volcano.

o Examples: Mount Fuji (Japan),
Mount Vesuvius (Italy), Mount St.
Helens (USA).

| COMPOSITE (STRATO - VOLCANO) |

MAIN VENT

STEEP SLOPES
DUE TO THICK
STICKY LAVA

LAYERS OF ASH
AND LAVA

Cinder Cone Volcano

o Small, steep-sided volcano formed by
the accumulation of cinders,
volcanic ash, and rock fragments
around a volcanic vent.

e Usually has a single crater.

o Example: Paricutin (Mexico).
Cinder Cone

Lava Dome (Plug Dome)

Pyroclastic
ejecta

e Formed by highly viscous lava that
cannot flow far from the vent. _ Layersof

« Produces steep, rounded domes. Sectedimyend

o Often develops inside the crater of a
larger volcano.

o Example: Lassen Peak (USA).

Caldera Volcano

Magma

e A large volcanic depression formed when a magma chamber empties and the summit
collapses.

o May later contain lakes or new volcanic cones.

o Examples: Crater Lake (USA), Toba Caldera (Indonesia), Yellowstone Caldera
(USA).

Top 5 Tallest VVolcanoes in the World (Above Sea Level)

]RankH Volcano HHeight (m)H Location H Type \
1 | |Ojos del Salado | [Chile-Argentina (Andes)|Stratovolcano (Complex)|

Page6

Address : 3rd Floor, KV Tower, Padleyganj Road, Gorakhpur
Email Id : info@patrioticias.in

Contact Number : 9971932488
Website : patrioticias.in g




9971932488
it

[0
TELEGRAM CHANNEL: https://t.me/patrioticlAS

YOUTUBE CHANNEL: hitps://www.voutube.com/@PatrioticlAS
CONTACT: 9971932488

Rank| Volcano |Height (m)| Location | Type |
2 |Llullaillaco 16,739 m  |IChile-Argentina |Stratovolcano |
3 |Tipas 6,658 m  ||Argentina |Complex Stratovolcano |
4 ||Nevado de Incahuasi|/6,638 m | /Chile-Argentina Stratovolcano |
5 | Coropuna 16,377 m | [Peru |Stratovolcano |

e Ojos del Salado is the highest volcano on Earth above sea level and lies on the
Chile—Argentina border. It is also regarded as the highest active volcano in the
world, although its recent activity has been limited to fumarolic activity.

e Llullaillaco is the second-highest active volcano and is famous for its exceptionally
well-preserved Inca archaeological site near the summit.

e These tallest volcanoes are located in the Andes Mountains, part of the Pacific Ring
of Fire and associated with the subduction of the Nazca Plate beneath the South
American Plate.

Do not confuse;

e Highest volcano above sea level: Ojos del Salado (6,879 m).
e Tallest volcano from base to summit (including the underwater portion): Mauna
Kea, Hawaii (over 10,000 m from the Pacific Ocean floor to its summit).
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How common are cloudbursts in India?

What counts as a doudburst under the IMDS definition? How do they form over mountainous regions? Why are they so difficult to forecast? Can the term

obscure the role of poor planning, inadequate infrastructure? What is India doing to improve forecasting and early warnings?

Vasudevan Mukunth

The story so far:

hen a wall of water
suddenly crashes from
the sky and sweeps away
homes and roads within

minutes, one of the first words officials
and the media in India reach for is
‘cloudburst’. However, the term is often
misused in a way that can distract from
poor planning and crumbling
infrastructure.

What counts as a cloudburst?
According to the India Meteorological
Department (IMD), a cloudburst occurs
when a small area, around 20-30 sq. km,
receives 10 cm or more of rain in an hour.

To put this in perspective, Indore
receives 1,062 mm of rain every year on
average. A cloudburst could dump nearly
10% of this in 60 minutes.

Heavy rains are a common feature of
the southwest monsoon, but a cloudburst
is still an extraordinary amount of rainfall
and much rarer. Because the water falls so
quickly over a relatively small area, the
ground cannot absorb all of it, leading to
rapid and voluminous flooding.

Some scientists have also advocated for
a category called ‘mini-cloudburst’, for 5
cm of rain in an hour over the same area,
as, depending on the local topography,
this can be devastating as well.

How are in

- N
e

because most cloudbursts occur in
remote, high-altitude regions, where rain
gauges and weather stations are sparse.

In fact, if a cloudburst occurs a few
kilometres from a monitoring station, it
may not be officially recorded as a
cloudburst even if it causes large-scale
destruction downstream.

Uttarakhand, Himachal Pradesh, and
Jammu and Kashmir have, of late,
reported a surge in events that locals have
described as cloudbursts, especially in
July and August.

How does a cloudburst form?

A cloudburst typically begins with
convection, when warm, moist air rises
rapidly into the atmosphere. In
mountainous areas, this is called

India?
Although cloudbursts are relatively rare,
global warming, in particular as the
atmosphere warms and can hold more
moisture, is making them more frequent.

In response to a question, former
Union Earth Sciences Minister Harsh
Vardhan told Parliament in 2019 that
between 1970 and 2016, the IMD had
recorded only around 30 such incidents.
However, many experts believe this
number is an underestimate.

Counting them is not straightforward

phic lifting, where monsoon winds
are forced upwards by steep slopes.

e v &

weaken, sending the water plummeting
down like an ocean descending on the
ground.

Can the label obscure accountability?
By calling a heavy downpour a
‘cloudburst’, authorities can turn it into a
singular and unforeseeable act of nature,
obscuring the role of human negligence.

That s, if the cause of a tragedy is said
to be a ‘cloudburst’, the blame can be
written off, which is harder to do when
the real cause is “heavy rain combined
with poor drainage”.

In 2025, during the Dharali floods in
Uttarakhand, initial reports blamed a
cloudburst. However, meteorological data
later showed that the actual rate of
rainfall was much lower than the
threshold for a cloudburst.

The underlying causes were illegal

As the air rises, it cools and
into towering cumulonimbus clouds,
which can be up to 15 km tall.

Water droplets begin to form inside
these clouds and, as they get heavier, they
would normally fall as rain. However, if
the currents of warm air moving upwards
are very strong, they can keep raindrops
suspended in the air for longer.

Eventually, the weight of the water
droplets becomes too great for gravity
and the updrafts to hold, or the updrafts

on riverbeds,
that had left soil vulnerable to erosion,
and the absence of drainage
infrastructure along new “all weather”
roads.

Had the downpour indeed been a
cloudburst, officials may have been able
to avoid questions about why the State
had allowed buildings to be constructed
in high-risk zones and why early warning
systems failed.

Last week, the IMD rejected reports

that Assam and Nagaland had
experienced cloudbursts over the
preceding few days and that they were
responsible for the Upper Assam floods.

Are cloudbursts hard to forecast?
Cloudbursts are very difficult to forecast.
Meteorologists can usually say whether a
region is at risk of heavy rain but cannot
say precisely which patch of land will
experience a cloudburst.

First, most weather models study the
atmosphere in grids and estimate the
average weather for each cell.

A cloudburst, on the other hand,
occurs over an area smaller than the size
of each grid cell. To detect one, scientists
need very high-resolution models, which
in turn require immense computing
power that is not always readily available.

Because of the mechanism through
which cloudbursts form, they also
develop and occur quickly. Cyclones and
monsoon systems, on the other hand, can
be tracked for weeks or even months,
giving scientists more data to work with.

Finally, mountains are challenging
environments for weather monitoring,
and cloudbursts have a greater propensity
to occur there. For instance, Doppler
weather radars work by emitting and
receiving radar beams, which mountains
can block, creating blind spots over many
areas where cloudbursts are also more
common.

Because the terrain is so rugged, there
are also fewer automatic weather stations.
If there are no sensors on the ground to
tell a computer what is happening at a
given moment, it cannot reliably predict
what could happen in the next hour.

That said, the IMD is currently working
on ‘nowcasting’, a technology that issues
short-term alerts every few hours.

Under the government’s new ‘Mission
Mausam’, India also plans to more than
double its radar network, from the
current 40 or so, and use Al to better
predict hyperlocal events.

That said, even with the best
technology, a cloudburst is likely to
remain more difficult to predict than a
typical rainstorm.

THE GIST

v

Acloudburst is a highly
localised weather event in
which at least 10 cm of rain
falls over 2030 sq. km in an
hour, making it difficult to
forecast despite advances in
nowcasting and radar
coverage.

v

The term is often incorrectly
used for heavy rainfall events,
even though many disasters
are exacerbated by poor
drainage, deforestation,
construction in high-risk zones.
and other human factors.

31J7. How common are cloudbursts in India?

R H FAT3STEE (TSl Beal) Y HSATT [hedell THT 272

e When a wall of water suddenly crashes from the sky and sweeps away homes and roads
within minutes, one of the first words officials and the media in India reach for is ‘cloudburst’.

TS JTEhIRT A 3TeTeTeh STERIRY 3T TS FaTg TR ¢ 3R Fo &1 [AeTet # axi aur a3 o1 ge7 o
ST E, a9 AR 7 31T 3R A A1 urr: a9 uger ‘FASsaEE (F1gad BeaT)’ 2UAsE T TATT
FAB!

What counts as a cloudburst?

R FAT3STTE (T1SeT HeaT) ATAT ATAT 2?2

e According to the India Meteorological Department (IMD), a cloudburst occurs when a
small area, around 20-30 sg. km, receives 10 cm or more of rain in an hour.

R AaH Tt fasimer (IMD) & 31TaR, FATSAEE T BIclT § ST SITe797 20-30 a3t faiafex
& OIS & 7 T °e & Hiav 10 e a1 30 37O« awT g S g

e To put this in perspective, Indore receives 1,062 mm of rain every year on average.
ToteTr & fow, gak 3 wfaay sttwaer 1,062 el asf gl &1
e A cloudburst could dump nearly 10% of this in 60 minutes.

Teh FI3SaEE hdel 60 AT 7 & 57 a1f¥ies auT &7 TR 10% STHT FeheT B

e Some scientists have also advocated for a category called ‘mini-cloudburst’, for 5 cm of
rain in an hour over the same area, as, depending on the local topography, this can be
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devastating as well.

FS A=At of “FAA-Fe3saee w1 Teh AUN o1 o Teclra T 8, fores @ & # v e
# 5 AT auT gl &, FiTeh TUHT TYpict & MR W Jg 8 31l Ta=merepry e gr
T gl

How common are cloudbursts in India?

IR A FATISAEE Y TTATU fehelel! AT 82

Although cloudbursts are relatively rare, global warming, in particular as the atmosphere
warms and can hold more moisture, is making them more frequent.

AT FABTAEE ITUETIR GoieT 8, T o ARTF Fvallaor, [aAw &0 & argas & iR a1
BIenT JTEIeh 7T IRUT et ShT &THT YTl it & hROT, SoTehl I TT G T8I &

In response to a question, former Union Earth Sciences Minister Harsh Vardhan told
Parliament in 2019 that between 1970 and 2016, the IMD had recorded only around 30 such
incidents.

Teh 99T & 3T A 99 FAT gt faarer i s, g¥aeier 2 2019 # Fae &1 garar a1 fF 1970 &
2016 & &/ IMD ¥ UHT Shael oTaT87eT 30 HEATE cof ol |

However, many experts believe this number is an underestimate.

fohe] 313k TAQAl 1 AT § o g Tear aredfash geai3i § # &

Counting them is not straightforward because most cloudbursts occur in remote, high-
altitude regions, where rain gauges and weather stations are sparse.

SoTehT ITUTAT SdalT T 81 &, FiTeh TR FABTAEE QY 3T TaAT 811 # g 8, STl
AT 77 AR FHhe Fg g FA L

How does a cloudburst form?

FA3STTE $Y TAATR?

A cloudburst typically begins with convection, when warm, moist air rises rapidly into the
atmosphere.

FASTAEE VAT Hagol (Convection) & TREH I &, ST a1 3R 377 arg iy 1Ty & I
3adr gl

In mountainous areas, this is called orographic lifting, where monsoon winds are forced
upwards by steep slopes.

Tl 1A 7 57 gk s 3REnfe faf¥eeT (Orographic Lifting) ST SITAT &, fa# Atewsit
qael i SolleAl & PRUT FUT 361 & (oI STET grar 8 |

As the air rises, it cools and condenses into towering cumulonimbus clouds, which can be
up to 15 km tall.

S-S a1 3R 35T ¢, 98 531 g1ehe Fefelc gl & 3R faeimer sqagefarsay areel a1 frsfor
FAT 8, T Fas 15 fFaelieX dk & Tt &1

Water droplets begin to form inside these clouds and, as they get heavier, they would
normally fall as rain.

T Sl & 3N STer Y G Tofol ol & 3 AHATIA: A gt R A aw & &9 F o AR &1

However, if the currents of warm air moving upwards are very strong, they can keep
raindrops suspended in the air for longer.

T ITE SR 3T aTell a1 Ay hT URTT 37chcl Teel &, il 3 auT Y J&T 1 3Tk Ty b A
H & Sefad @ TS £

Eventually, the weight of the water droplets becomes too great for gravity and the updrafts
to hold, or the updrafts weaken, sending the water plummeting down like an ocean
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descending on the ground.

37cTcT: el Y F&T T AR ScfelT 377U 1 AT & o Teearador iR Fedamet arg 4RI’ (Updrafts)
3¢ Ueh +AET AT, 372dT A YRTT iR T3 Sl §, Forash IRUTEATasy STeRTRY Ay T
HIfd Teh A AT W R as g

e Cloudbursts are very difficult to forecast.
FABTATE T GaATeTHI AT el HiSe Bl B

e For instance, Doppler weather radars work by emitting and receiving radar beams, which
mountains can block, creating blind spots over many areas where cloudbursts are also
more common.

3ETER0T & e, STeer #FAH T8N TR ¥l & eaote A 71501 & Aeas § 1 3 8, fvg
T4 3o A b 3Ta%eE T ol &, oI O ¥t o seligs Tuie 97 o1y & oTgT FenssaTe
TTATY TS gl g |

e That said, the IMD is currently working on ‘nowcasting’, a technology that issues short-term
alerts every few hours.

R off, IR Atasr faairer T (IMD) I e & ‘ATSHITRET dohatleh WX I FT IET &, ST
YA FS Gl H Hedahiios damaferdr SRy #lc g

e Under the government’s new ‘Mission Mausam’, India also plans to more than double its
radar network, from the current 40 or so, and use Al to better predict hyperlocal events.

TIHR & AT et AT & 3o AR 37T TAAST ST 40 TERT T HEAT T A F
37fRreh st T F AT TEFATEAT (Al) T 3TN Tk Hedd TATAT R et &1 g
Qe AT ST Y STl ST TgT B |
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States must
set up prison
oversight
boards: SC

NEW DELHI

The Supreme Court on
Thursday directed all
States and Union Territo-
ries to constitute a board of
visitors for prisons in every
district, as required under
the Model Prison Manual,
2016, within four weeks.
The oversight body, com-
prising official and non-of-
ficial members, conducts
regular inspections of pri-
sons, monitors the welfare
of inmates and reviews liv-
ing conditions.

A Bench headed by Jus-
tice ].B. Pardiwala passed
the direction while hearing
a suo motu case initiated to
address discrimination in-
side prisons following the
apex court’s judgment in
October last year directing
the removal of provisions
and practices in prison ma-
nuals that perpetuated
caste discrimination.

Senior advocate S. Mu-
ralidhar, who is assisting
the court as amicus curiae,
pointed out that despite
the mandate under the ma-
nual, none of the States
had constituted district-
wise boards of visitors. He
submitted that these bo-
dies were essential for en-
suring accountability and
effective monitoring of pri-
son administration.
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31J7. States must set up prison oversight boards: SC

T F I IR aE ST F gl Hafea =g

e The Supreme Court on Thursday directed all States and Union

Territories to constitute a Board of Visitors for prisons in every district, as
required under the Model Prison Manual, 2016, within four weeks.

Hafed FARTeY = TR I T T3t 3R g nf¥a ot 1 Aizer Rt Aepara,
2016 & FTEHTHAT & 3HTHR TR TeATE o ek Tedeh forel 1 Sief & forw g 3w
RS (Srer frdaTor a1 a1fda ey 1 forder |

e The oversight body, comprising official and non-official members,

conducts regular inspections of prisons, monitors the welfare of inmates, and
reviews living conditions.

g A A, o Ier) 3R -ardiY gewg anfae gla &, et &1 A
fALeToT AT §, FeAT F FATOT Y RIS AT § TUT 37hr @ Hr aRfeufaat Hir
e HTar gl

e A Bench headed by Justice J.B. Pardiwala passed the direction while

hearing a suo motu case initiated to address discrimination inside prisons
following the apex court’s judgment in October last year directing the removal of
provisions and practices in prison manuals that perpetuated caste discrimination.

=arg#fet St aREarel T 3reHeTdr arel die A 7 fAder 39 Faafie (gan Ag)
Wﬁgﬁé%ﬁﬂﬂm, o el ay¥ 3rargas & Fafed ~ardTerd GaRT Siel
fgeaterat 7 snfaera Sgsia Fr serar ¢t arel TaHTaAr R T2UT3HT FI gere & Aoy
o ST Siell & TR AEHTT T TATIT & FATYTA g TR FohaT 317 2T

Have fast-track courts delivered on the promise of speedy justice?

|

PARLEY
rime Minister Narendra Modi's
announcement (o set up fast-track
courts to hear paper leak cases has
once again revived the debate over

C*' whether these specialised courts are the silver

Delhi-based bullet to India’s chronic judicial delays.

advocateand  Following the announcement, the Delhi High

former civil i fast-track court at the

judge Rouse Avenue Courts Complex to exclusively
hear cases under the Public Examinations
(Prevention of Unfair Means) Act, 2024.
However, stakeholders have cautioned that
fast-rack courts also struggle with mounting
pendency and resource constraints. So, have
fastrack courts delivered on the promise of
speedy justice? Bharat Chugh and Shruthi Naik

S discuss the question in a conversation

ShruthiNaik \jerated by Aaratrika Bhaumik.

Senior resident

fellow at Vidhi How effective have fast-track courts been?

Centre for Legal

Policy, Delhi Bharat Chugh: Fast-track courts have

succeeded in delivering speed, but only for the
limited category of cases assigned to them. That
is because, in most instances, a fast-track court
does not entail the creation of additional judges

or judicial capacity. For example, take the

proposed fast-track courts for exam leak cases.

The judges presiding over these courts are

typically drawn from the existing judicial system
and reassigned from the cases they were already

handling to hear these priority matters instead.
Rather than expand the judiciary’s capacity,

fast-track courts redeploy existing judicial

resources. As a result, while the designated
cases move through the system more quickly,

the matters those judges were previously

handling are pushed further down the queue.
Shruthi Naik: The larger problem is that we

rarely consider, at a structural level, what

establishing a fast-track court actually requires.

While funds may be allocated for judicial

officers, support staff, and operational expenses,

the real constraint is judicial capacity. Ifall we
are doing is reallocating existing judges rather

than expanding the system, we are simply
shifting the backlog elsewhere. Equally
important is whether

predictable manner? Are all stakeholders

coordinating to ensure cases progress without

unnecessary adjournments? Without these

systemic changes, it is difficult to assess whether
fastrack courts are truly delivering on their

promise of speedy justice.

The Union Law Ministry recently said that

Ema

the procedural reforms
needed to support these courts are in place. Are
witness depositions taking place in a timely and

Prayer for justice: A child lights a candle after a march on the NEET paper
leakissue in Shimia on July 25. P11

Fast-Track Special Courts (FTSCs) are
burdened with a backlog of nearly 2.45 lakh
cases. What explains this pendency?

SN: The Law Ministry’s data includes the
number of cases instituted, disposed of, and
pending over the past three years. A mloser look
at those figures shows that the case clearance

ee

Ideally, we should be striving for a justice
system that does not require fast-track
courts at all. The very demand for
specialised courts suggests that people have
lost confidence in the ability of the regular
Jjustice system to deliver timely justice
SHRUTHI NAIK

The Public f

suggests that people have lost confidence in the
ability of the regular justice system to deliver
timely justice. More often than not, the decision
certain categories of cases to fast-track
driven by public sentiment. If
mdmdmls are entitled to equal protection of
the law, they should also have an equal
oopportunity to access justice. These are difficult
policy choices, and any decision to assign cases
to fast-track courts must rest on a rational basis
consistent with the guarantee of equality.

In 2019, FTSCs were constituted to ensure

Unlzlr Means) Amendment Bill, 2026,

uﬂ'cnccs under the Pro(ecdon ol’Chﬂdn:n

leak cases

a three-month timeline for trials. Should
laws prescribe such rigid timelines?

BC: The Supreme Court has repeatedly
cautioned against prescribing rigid timelines for
criminal proceedings because every case
presents its own complexities. Criminal trials
often involve chargesheets and evidence
running nto thousands of pages. Forcing

a rigi

lived up to the purpose"

BC: A major challenge facing FTSCs is the acute
shortage of resources. Strengthening the
prosecution has never received the attention it
deserves. Even in Delhi, it is not uncommon for
asingle public prosecutor to appear before
multiple courts in a day, simply because there
are not enough prosecutors. This is particularly
concerning in complex criminal cases, where

rate (the number of cases di d of compared
with the number of cases instituted) has
remained below 100% each year. In other
words, the system has consistently failed to keep
pace with the volume of new cases being filed.
In 2025, around 1.4 lakh cases were instituted,
but only about 66,000 were disposed of. The
remainder inevitably added to the backlog.
More importantly, if we want to assess
whether fast-track courts are truly delivering
speedy justice, we need robust data on the time
taken to dispose of cases. While the National
Judicial Data Grid provides pendency and
disposal timelines for courts general
not offer comparable data for FTSCs. Without
that degree of transparency, it is difficult to
evaluate whether these courts are fulfilling the
objective for which they were established.

BC: The pendency in fast-track courts cannot be
viewed in isolation. It has to be seen in the
context of the overall burden on the justice
system. Trial courts across the country are
currently grappling with nearly 4.8 crore
pending cases, of which roughly 74% are
criminal matters. That is an enormous caseload,
particularly when viewed alongside the limited
judicial strength available to handle it. Every
year, crores of fresh cases are instituted,
spanning offences from acid attacks and
chain-snatching to cybercrime and murder. That

is the scale of the challenge confronting the
justice system. Without addressing these
systemic constraints, it is difficult to expect
fast-track courts alone to bring about lasting
improvements in the delivery of speedy justice.

DWe
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y deprive
the defence or a meaningful opportunity to
prepare its case, thereby compromising the right
to a fair trial. It can also leave courts with less
flexibility to effectively manage witnesses,
whose testimony is often crucial to the outcome
of a case. Therefore, the objective should be to
strike a careful balance between

often face teams of defence lawyers
with far greater legal and research support. The
same resource deficit is evident in forensic
infrastructure. Paper leak cases, for instance,
often hinge on digital evidence recovered from
electronic devices, making cyber forensics
critical. Yet forensic laboratories are severely
and Unless we

justice and procedural fairness, without
sacrificing one in pursuit of the other.

SN: Before prescribing srit imelines, we need
to ask whether the

strengthen the prosecution, expand forensic
capacity, and fill judicial vacancies, FTSCs alone
cannot deliver speedy justice.

capacity actually exists. Do e e enough
unuugamrs ﬁmmw lzbomnnm and judicial
igations within the

What i refe qui

BC:A fammck court is only as effective as the

prescribed time? Lan forensic reports be
generated quickly enough? Can witnesses always
be traced and examined without delay? While
everyone wants cases to be concluded
expeditiously, that objective cannot come at the
cost of the quality of justice being delivered.
Setting aspirational timelines to encourage the
expeditious disposal of cases is one thing, but
‘making them mandatory is quite another.

The Supreme Court has cautioned that

hat precedes it. If the objective is
to deliver ume]v and well-reasoned judgments,
the process must begin with a credible
investigation. That requires adequately trained
investigators, timely forensic assistance and the
support necessary to gather reliable evidence.

SN: Lawyers, witnesses, investigators and
prosecutors should know well in advance when
they are required to appear so that hearings can
proceed without disruption. Equally important
is reducing avoidable delays. That means

fast-track
courts may violate the right to equality
under Article 14 of the Constitution. What

cases for fast-track courts?

SN: Ideally, we should be striving for a justice
system that does not require fast-track courts at
all. The very demand for specialised courts

ind ensuring court
directions are complied with promptly.

-
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31J7. Have fast-track courts delivered on the promise of speedy justice?
FIT BIEE-8 + ATl AR #=A1 & a1 1 g fmar 32

e Following the announcement, the Delhi High Court has constituted a fast-track court at the
Rouse Avenue Courts Complex to exclusively hear cases under the Public Examinations
(Prevention of Unfair Means) Act, 2024.

$H ENYUTT & &7¢; freelt 3ed 7 ITed o U3 Uaey wATerd IREN 7 BRee-¢h w A Terd
1S TR 8, S Sharel dltes atemmd (3reyfare amerat it dawame) srferfergsr, 2024 & 3icid 3= arer
ATHCA T FeTdTg FHLIM

e While funds may be allocated for judicial officers, support staff, and operational expenses,
the real constraint is judicial capacity.

I Fa1fae RSN, Fers FATRET U1 FaTe a7 & forv ue mafea frar o aehar
g, fohed areafas srer =i a#ar A1 wall g

e Equally important is whether the procedural reforms needed to support these courts are in

place.
Ig 3 3T &1 HgcaqUT ¢ Toh §oT #ATATerT ol THTAT Sellel oh foIT 3MTaredreh IfnaTcas JUR o]
fopw are & I =7

o Are all stakeholders coordinating to ensure cases progress without unnecessary
adjournments?

&1 T3 TS vaT Ig AT I & TAT ToHeag X 76 & o AreAel b1 Jorfey 31efraearsh

e The Union Law Ministry recently said that Fast-Track Special Courts (FTSCs)
are burdened with a backlog of nearly 2.45 lakh cases. What explains this
pendency?

T &Y F iy T Farar o gt foh Bre-¢ah fady ~=IraTe T (FTSCs) 9T 2.45
@ wifed AEl & NS § & ge ¥ g9 wfad Ryt w1 FRor Far

e While the National Judicial Data Grid provides pendency and disposal timelines for courts
generally, it does not offer comparable data for FTSCs.

eIy Aerrer sAf3fARrer 3e1 flIs waey ~ararerdt & fov dfdd Arel AR HEaroT Hr a@g-
AT T STARRY STASE HIAT 8, o] FTSCs o TIT Jolel 1 3HTehs 3Telets ofgl e |

e Trial courts across the country are currently grappling with nearly 4.8 crore pending cases,
of which roughly 74% are criminal matters.

SRR T farerelt 3raTeret TCTAT F ST 4.8 FAT dAfad ARAAT H S[ST & &, ToleTal olaretar 74%
AHS ITRITEF GHid & &

o Do we have enough investigators, forensic laboratories, and judicial resources to
complete investigations within the prescribed time?

FI1 gAR a AR T & St g8 tat & forw waiied sredwes, SR gaheremend qar

The Supreme Court has cautioned that arbitrarily designating cases for fast-track
courts may violate the right to equality under Article 14 of the Constitution.
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ITIAH AT A AT &Y § FF ATAR G AT ) FrEe-3F ~AR—ATA1 $Y g
TR & HTeST 14 F HANT TG FARTAT & HAFR FT Sea U FT Thadl ¢

e Even in Delhi, it is not uncommon for a single public prosecutor to appear before multiple
courts in a day, simply because there are not enough prosecutors.

gl doh o feeell & oY vah &) i FfRAeTS &1 v 8 & 3 =t # 3ufEd g

AT 78T &, FAifeh gaTeT iR 39t 81 & |

e Paper leak cases, for instance, often hinge on digital evidence recovered from electronic
devices, making cyber forensics critical.

38T & ToIU, 79T offeh AT & W Solaciielsh 3UaIun & U faforeer wmeaY o feiear

el &, oo amgaR SRR 37cdd Ageaqu & ST |

e Yetforensic laboratories are severely understaffed and overburdened.
5T 3 BRI TATIeT? 78R w9 & T A Far 3R rcafs FrIR A o W

e SN: Lawyers, witnesses, investigators and prosecutors should know well in advance
when they are required to appear so that hearings can proceed without disruption.

THU: IfAraaansit, TamE), J=awHl J2A7 FTRIATH] FT Ige F Ig AR glail ATV foh 36 el
3ufeud gl 8, arfeh Gerars 3= forel cgaena & 31t 9¢ ||

Why did Cauvery panel order
Karnataka to release water?

‘What factors did the committee consider before fixing the quantum of release?

T. Ramakrishnan

‘The story so far:

he Cauvery Water Management
Authority (CWMA), at its
meeting on Thursday in New

Delhi, endorsed the Cauvery
‘Water Regulation Committee’s (CWRC)
order, issued on July 28, that Karnataka
release 3,500 cubic feet per second
(cusecs) to Tamil Nadu for 15 days,
starting from July 29. If the quantity of
3,500 cusecs is available throughout the
day for 15 days, the quantum of water is
about 4.5 thousand million cubic feet
(tme fo).

‘What is the brief for the CWRC in
tackling the Cauvery dispute?

‘The CWRC functions within the ambit of
the Cauvery Water Management Authority
(CWMA), which constitutes the
implementation mechanism for the final
award (2007) of the Cauvery Water

Disputes Tribunal as modified by the
Supreme Court in 2018.

The committee is headed by the
Member (Water Resources) of the CWMA,
Vineet Gupta, and has as its members the
Chief Engineers of all the basin
constituents and a representative each of
the India Meteorological Department,
Central Water Commission, and Union
Ministry of Agriculture and Farmers’
Welfare.

According to a notification issued by
the Union Jal Shakti Ministry in June 2018,
the committee monitors daily water
levels, inflows and storage at each of the
reservoirs — Hemavathy, Harangi,
Krishnarajasagara (KRS) and Kabini (all in
Karnataka), Mettur, Bhavanisagar and
Amaravathy (Tamil Nadu), and
Banasurasagar in Kerala. It is to ensure 10
daily releases of water on a monthly basis
from the reservoirs as directed by the
authority. It is also to prepare seasonal —
southwest monsoon (June-October 15);

northeast monsoon (October 16-January
31) and hot weather (February-May) - and
annual reports of the water account.

During either of the monsoons, the
CWRC ordinarily holds meetings once
every 15 days in a hybrid mode. As there
has been scanty rainfall in the Cauvery
catchment this time and Tamil Nadu
pressing its demand for the release of its
share of water, the CWRC met on July 28
to review the situation. It will meet again
on August 11.

How does the committee arrive at
decisions in times of distress?
The hydro-meteorological conditions
prevailing in the Cauvery basin, including
the rainfall recorded and the forecast or
outlook for the ensuing fortnight, live
storage position, inflows into and
outflows from the eight reservoirs, and
the realisation of flows at Biligundulu are
reviewed and deliberated upon in detail.
‘Compliance with the decision and

directions issued during the previous
meeting is also reviewed at the next
meeting.

‘What else was considered by the
CWRC?

The committee took into account net
inflow to the four reservoirs in Karnataka
during the current season and compared
it with 30-year data. Mr. Gupta, ina
conversation with The Hindu on
Wednesday, said the shortfall suffered
was to the extent of 60%.

The CWRC considered the flow of river
water at Biligundulu and in the
intermediate catchment — between
KRS-Kabini and Mettur, both of which
presented a gloomy picture. At
Biligundulu, the deficit was 90%.

Given that the Meteorological
Department did not give an optimistic
outlook for the subsequent weeks, the
CWRC, according to its chief, had arrived
at the decision that would make
Karnataka comfortable to release the
water. As on July 30, the combined
storage of the four reservoirs in the upper
riparian State was 65.34 tmc ft against a
total capacity of 114.57 tme ft.

‘What were the reactions?

As Karnataka has not commenced water
supply for irrigation this time in view of
deficient rainfall, it is naturally upset at
the decision. At the meeting of the
CWMA, it filed an appeal against the

CWRC'’s order, but this was rejected. Chief
Minister D.K. Shivakumar, now in New
Delhi, subsequently announced that an
all-party meeting would be held in
Bengaluru on August 2 to seek the advice
of the parties on the next move.

In Tamil Nadu, where the authorities
have not commenced the water release
for irrigation in the Cauvery delta, there
are no takers for the Committee’s move.
The quantum is viewed as insufficient.
There is a view that the CWRC should
have ordered Karnataka to release the
entire deficit of 9.8 tmc ft, as worked out
by it. According to an estimate, the State’s
water requirement for the ongoing and
short-term kuruvai cultivation season is at
least 30 tmc ft, given the current coverage
of 3.5 lakh acres. But the storage in Mettur
is around 36 tmc ft, of which 10 tmc ft has
to be kept apart for drinking water needs
and dead storage. However, Tamil Nadu
would require much more water for the
next samba-thaladi cultivation season,
which facilitates livelihood opportunities
to lakhs of agricultural labourers in the
delta. It needs a minimum of 180 tmc ft.

‘What is the way forward?

The States, as Mr. Gupta also pointed out,
have to evolve a distress-sharing formula.
This issue can be covered in the proposed
visit of Tamil Nadu Chief Minister C.
Joseph Vijay to Bengaluru to persuade the
Karnataka government to release his
State’s share of the Cauvery river water.

31J7. Why did the Cauvery panel order Karnataka to release water?

HTA YITAFHIT A Felleh HY ST BISA HT AT FaT A2

e The Cauvery Water Management Authority (CWMA), functions within the ambit of the
Cauvery Water Management Authority (CWMA), which constitutes the implementation
mechanism for the final award (2007) of the Cauvery Water Disputes Tribunal, as modified
by the Supreme Court in 2018.

Fa0 oo AfFTaaT afAfT (CWRC), F1a8 Srer gaerst Iiffraor (CWMA) & 37l 1 Tt g,
S Fradt S e FamanfaEer & 2007 # 3ifae favkr & 2018 7 wafoa e garr

TNfOT Ta®T & fopaeadst #1d7 |

e The committee is headed by the Member (Water Resources) of the CWMA, Vineet Gupta,
and has as its members the Chief Engineers of all the basin constituents and one
representative each from the India Meteorological Department (IMD), Central Water
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Commission (CWC), and the Union Ministry of Agriculture and Farmers’ Welfare.
5a HfAfd &1 3regerdl CWMA & HeHT (STer wrarye) faafia arear od €1 saeh deedi & Sadr
ST & qeft T2t & FET HIFAAT U7 /R HwaA faamer fsmer (IMD), Fdvr srer amaver
(CWC) 3R Fdrr FT¥ e fruTe Feamor AT & Ue-T YiafaTer enfie § |

e According to a notification issued by the Union Jal Shakti Ministry in June 2018, the
committee monitors daily water levels, inflows, and storage at each of the reservoirs —

Hemavathy, Harangi, Krishnarajasagara (KRS) and Kabini (all in Karnataka), Mettur,
Bhavanisagar and Amaravathy (Tamil Nadu), and Banasurasagar in Kerala.

STt 2018 H FERT STeT AfFT FHATrT @RI TR AT & TR, WATT g, g,
FORTTARR (KRS) 7wl (T3 HaTes #), AT, HAGERR T4T 3FR1Ed) (affeeg )
3R FTOMYRARR (I H) ST o STel T, - HaTg TUT HSROT bt Tl et Farret el 1
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31J7 | Activists raise alarm over PM CARES denial of access to audit statements

o FAH F 32 AT Fraafas o g | FEAFAT o sarg f&ar

Activists raise alarm over PM CARES
denial of access to audit statements

Bindu Shajan Perappadan
NEW DELHI

The Prime Minister’s Citi-
zen Assistance and Relief
in Emergency Situations
(PM CARES) Fund has not
made public any audited fi-
nancial statements for the
past three financial years
even as activists raise con-
cerns about its transparen-
cy. The Fund, a public
charitable Trust esta-
blished in March 2020
amid the COVID-19 crisis to
support relief efforts dur-
ing public health emergen-
cies and other disasters, is
chaired by the Prime Mi-
nister and funded entirely
through voluntary contri-
butions, according to infor-
mation released by the Un-
ion government.

The last publicly availa-
ble audited financial state-
ments, for the financial
year 202223, show an
opening  balance  of
¥5,415.65 crore, voluntary
contributions of ¥909.64
crore, total receipts of
¥6,723.07 crore, total pay-
ments of 3439.38 crore,
and a closing balance of
36,283.68 crore as on
March 31, 2023.

Audited financial state-
ments for 2019-20, 2020-
21, 202122, and 202223
are available on the PM
CARES website.

The absence of publicly

Address : 3rd Floor, KV Tower, Padleyganj Road, Gorakhpur
Email Id : info@patrioticias.in

Chaired by the PM, the fund was set up in 2020 to aid relief efforts
during public health emergencies and other disasters. FILE PHOTO

available audit statements
after 2022-23 is “extremely
concerning”, Anjali Bhard-
waj, co-convener of the Na-
tional Campaign for Peo-
ple’s Right to Information,
told The Hindu.

“The fund was present-
ed as having been set up by
the Union government,
making it appear to be a
public authority. Govern-
ment employees also con-
tributed from their salar-
ies,” Ms. Bhardwaj said.

‘Not a public authority’
“However, when informa-
tion regarding the funds
collected and spent was
sought, the government
maintained that the Trust
is not a public authority
under the RTI Act. The Mi-
nistry of Corporate Affairs
also retrospectively
amended the relevant

The fund remains

outside ambit of RTI

Act, parliamentary
scrutiny, and audit
by the CAG: activist

rules under the Companies
Act. At present, PM CARES
remains outside the ambit
of the RTI Act, parliamen-
tary scrutiny, and audit by
the Comptroller and Audi-
tor-General,” she said.
“There is apprehension
that the secrecy surround-
ing PM CARES could create
conditions similar to those
seen in the electoral bonds
case, where lack of tran-
sparency enabled quid pro
quo, regulatory inaction,
and extortion. The trust is
operating in a completely
opaque manner,” she said.
The PM CARES Fund is

Contact Number : 9971932488
Website : patrioticias.in

registered as a public char-
itable trust under the Re-
gistration Act, 1908, ac-
cording to information
released by the Union go-
vernment. The Trust deed
was registered in New Del-
hi on March 27, 2020.

The government has
maintained that the fund
consists entirely of volun-
tary contributions from in-
dividuals and organisa-
tions, and receives no
budgetary support.

It has also stated that the
Prime Minister serves as
the ex officio Chairperson
of the Trust, while the Un-
ion Ministers of Defence,
Home Affairs, and Finance
are its ex officio trustees.

Donations to the PM
CARES Fund qualify for
100% deduction under
Section 80G of the Income
Tax Act, 1961 and are also
eligible to be counted as
CSR expenditure under the
Companies Act, 2013.

The Fund has also been
granted exemption under
the Foreign Contribution
(Regulation) Act (FCRA),
enabling it to receive dona-
tions from individuals and
organisations based over-
seas through a designated
foreign contribution ac-
count. The PM CARES
Fund has primarily fi-
nanced India’s COVID-19
response and emergency
health infrastructure.
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31J7. Activists raise alarm over PM CARES denial of access to audit
statements

o FAH F 32 [Faor grdafas o g | FEAFarHt o sarg [&ar

o The Prime Minister’s Citizen Assistance and Relief in Emergency Situations (PM
CARES) Fund has not made public any audited financial statements for the past three
financial years, even as activists raise concerns about its transparency.

TUTAAAT AR AT UF 3TITdhTel fegfa Igd ¥ (PM CARES Fund) = o dier
e auf & AEdfaa (3if3es) Ry Ravor adsfas 787 e &, Safs armnfas sriswansit
o ST IREFRIT T it [T e Hr |

e The Fund, a public charitable trust established in March 2020 amid the COVID-19 crisis to
support relief efforts during public health emergencies and other disasters, is chaired by the
Prime Minister and funded entirely through voluntary contributions, according to
information released by the Union government.

AT 2020 H F1fA3-19 The & aRIT FiaSt e TIELT 3T FUfagy 3R 3w 3maemsit # Tgd
el & FHA g TUITI I8 Wi fas gRTe gve, Teresrs 1 rezarar & Fenferd gidm § aur
&% TEHR SIRT TR SAAHRT & ITAR FHAT QU Faaivor w3 feas dreremet & & Srarg |

e The last publicly available audited financial statements, for the financial year 2022-23,
show an opening balance of ¥5,415.65 crore, voluntary contributions of ¥909.64 crore,

total receipts of 6,723.07 crore, total payments of ¥439.38 crore, and a closing balance
of ¥6,283.68 crore as on March 31, 2023.

Frasifae &9 & 3uaed 3ifad aamdifaia fae faavor, s i at 202223 a gefaa g, &
3TER RIAF A TRA 25,415.65 FU3, Fafea® AITGH 2909.64 F3, Fer WTieadr €6,723.07

FUT, Foel $ITCATT T439.38 FRUT TUT 31 AT 2023 cfoh HHTI Y MY 26,283.68 FI15 AT

e Audited financial statements for 2019-20, 2020-21, 2021-22, and 2022-23 are available
on the PM CARES website.

2019-20, 2020-21, 2021-22 dUT 202223 & a@farT & faawer PM CARES #r dsaEse
X 3 g |
e The absence of publicly available audit statements after 2022-23 is “extremely

concerning”, Anjali Bhardwaj, co-convener of the National Campaign for People’s Right
to Information, told The Hindu.

2022-23 & d1¢, & 3iif3e [awui 7 Adeifae 9 T 3Ty o gl "IHedd Ridreias §, Tg a1d
AT AT BR dIeH TFT T STHIAAA ol Hg-HloTeh HATer TREETS o & o & FeT

e The Ministry of Corporate Affairs also retrospectively amended the relevant rules under the
Companies Act.

HIINE FE FATET A F9e0t AT & et daftra et 7 ofr gheardy ysma & Feier=
fea|

e Atpresent, PM CARES remains outside the ambit of the RTI Act, parliamentary scrutiny,
and audit by the Comptroller and Auditor-General,” she said.

3egiel gl “GctHl A PM CARES W« &1 3ifaR srftforasr, sadir sia aur s & fag=s
TF AFTET TH8TH (CAG) GaRT ol @l-9{1aT & gk ¥ Ie g1

e “There is apprehension that the secrecy surrounding PM CARES could create conditions
similar to those seen in the electoral bonds case, where lack of transparency enabled quid
pro quo, regulatory inaction, and extortion.

g R & 3 PM CARES o I Tt gg aMtaetrarar O uRReuforal scuee T ahcl @
ST SAFE dles AT H 2 15 o, 78T TRERIT & 374 o IRETRE o137 (Quid Pro
Quo), framrehra T fSsrarar T STever awel &I dgrar fea|
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e The trust is operating in a completely opaque manner,” she said.
3egiel gl ‘U6 TFC T g HIReel oliss ¥ FI T @Il

e The PM CARES Fund is registered as a public charitable trust under the Registration Act,
1908, according to information released by the Union government.

F% PR G@NT ST SATHRY & TR, PM CARES Fund &7 TfiaoT dsftaor srfarfam,

1908 & 39l Ueh WIdatfelsh UATY TFE & &7 & fohar T g
e The Trust deed was registered in New Delhi on March 27, 2020.
TEC T FT UoNHUT 27 A, 2020 FT 7€ et & T a7 2|

e The government has maintained that the fund consists entirely of voluntary contributions
from individuals and organisations, and receives no budgetary support.

TSR HT el & foh Tg I T g AfFadl 3N Herae1 & Fdfeed Aeee § a0 8 a1 3d
e YehI T ForérT GAYsT yTed 74T 2Tl

e It has also stated that the Prime Minister serves as the ex officio Chairperson of the Trust,
while the Union Ministers of Defence, Home Affairs, and Finance are its ex officio
trustees.

TFR o Ig AT FgT ¢ Toh TUTIHAT T & &1 IET4T (Ex Officio Chairperson) g, STafeh T8,
7 3R R FTert & Ffr #7fY 38 9@ =Awd (Ex Officio Trustees) &l

e Donations to the PM CARES Fund qualify for 100% deduction under Section 80G of the
Income Tax Act, 1961 and are also eligible to be counted as CSR expenditure under the
Companies Act, 2013.

PM CARES Fund # T 31T &1eT 3 ATAfAIH, 1961 T &RT 80G o 37d3Td 100% FT weldl
& 9T § IUT Suet HFATATA, 2013 & 391 S¢ HARE FHATSIH 3T (CSR) T & F9
# off =T ST FRar &

e The Fund has also been granted exemption under the Foreign Contribution (Regulation)
Act (FCRA), enabling it to receive donations from individuals and organisations based
overseas through a designated foreign contribution account.

38 HIY I faeeh s (Rfaawe) sfafaasr (FCRA) & 3ideia ot o ye= 1 a8 8, forad a8
AU el 3rerer @ & #Aregs & e & ua safeaat 31k @9rst & g 9red ST Gehdr
gl

e The PM CARES Fund has primarily financed India’s COVID-19 response and emergency
health infrastructure.

PM CARES Fund a:rgwmwmﬁcovm-lg EIGIECIGRIEINIGEICIGR G T 2]
IHFETTAT F faaaoT & fore foram srr g
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House panel calls for dedicated polar and Arctic affairs official
Twerr wfafa a gdr va srdRes anral & faw gafta sfed e s
fArwTiRer &7

31J7

The Bay of Bengal as India’s SHANTI anchor
TR Y ‘enf (SHANTI) 9gel & 3TYR & T F S9Tel T WIS

31J7

Migrants flood into Spain’s Ceuta exclave from Morocco

ARFH! § YA T & TYCT Trrerd & 991 §&A1 & Tg
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House panel calls for
dedicated polar and
Arctic affairs official
S s

NEW DELHI

A report by the Committee
on External Affairs of the
18th Lok Sabha has recom-
mended that a dedicated
representative or Ambas-
sador be appointed to
coordinate with relevant
countries on polar and
Arctic-related policy mat-
ters.

The External Affairs Mi-
nistry has informed the pa-
nel that the Arctic-related
policies are looked after by
the Polar Cell in the United
Nations Economic and So-
cial Division of the Ministry
even though many coun-
tries are now adopting an
“institutionalised” ap-
proach to handle Arctic-re-
lated issues, including ap-
pointing a Polar/Arctic
Affairs Ambassador.

The committee suggest-
ed that India should up-
grade its present ‘observer
status’ in the Arctic Coun-
cil to the level of ‘member
status’ whenever the Coun-

It was told by the Minis-
try that it consults Indian
embassies and Ministries
to follow a “focused and
sustained” approach on
such issues.

‘Dedicated desk’

The report noted that all
Arctic Council Member
States and most Non-Arctic
Observer States such as Ja-
pan, China, Singapore, and
South Korea have Polar/
Arctic Ambassador with a
dedicated Polar/Arctic Af-
fairs Desk.

The role of India in the
Arctic Council is of impor-
tance as the Himalayan
range is considered to be
the third pole because of
ice deposits that have a glo-
bal importance. The com-
mittee expressed satisfac-
tion in India’s performance
as part of the Arctic Coun-
cil but noted that “there
are several limitations on
Observer countries as they
cannot take part in deci-
sion making process”.

31J7. House panel calls for dedicated polar
and Arctic affairs official

gwdrr wfafa @ iy va andRes Anral & e
AT HfAFH fAgea w3 1 Rwier

e Areport by the Committee on External Affairs of
the 18th Lok Sabha has recommended that a dedicated
representative or Ambassador be appointed to coordinate
with relevant countries on polar and Arctic-related policy
matters.

184t drepwe $r fader AT F FEET TR H vH RAE
3 TAIRer 1 71 & o gt va arsfee waeht aifdera
vt 93 gefa et & a1 TF=ag & fov v gafda
gfafafer a1 Tered fagerd fohar sme|

e The External Affairs Ministry has informed the
panel that the Arctic-related policies are looked after by
the Polar Cell in the United Nations Economic and
Social Division of the Ministry even though many
countries are now adopting an “institutionalised”

approach to handle Arctic-related issues, including
appointing a Polar/Arctic Affairs Ambassador.

fder ey & AfAfS 1 gar & sl aeth Afaai &
eIfRica FATerT o WgFa g IS Ta AT Tormer &
AN T GreR Wl SIRT HHTSIT ST1AT §, STeTeh 3Heteh &2
379 3TTehfeeh et Heel & FATEN & foe " Feumra
gfReIoT 3UaTT 3¢ &, Torea yrata/amsies arat & Tergd
&1 forg e ot anfiver &1

e The committee suggested that India should
upgrade its present ‘observer status’ in the Arctic
Council to the level of ‘member status’ whenever the
Council undergoes a review.

AT = Goira feam foh IR 1 ki aRwe (Arctic Council) & 379e TciATE ‘qdders
(Observer) gsf’ &l TREE T FHTET gl W WGET (Member) i’ deh 3eeld it T TATH Hlall

EuRY

e The report noted that all Arctic Council Member States and most Non-Arctic Observer
States such as Japan, China, Singapore, and South Korea have a Polar/Arctic
Ambassador with a dedicated Polar/Arctic Affairs Desk.

RAIE & Seora forar arar ¢ 7wl sk aRweg & wewar dar aur iftrenier R-amsfes wdaers
&er, S Simare, ey, Ry 3k gfaror PR, & o v /s ReE erge aur v @Al

I/ 3mH e ATHT FT IHIS &

e Therole of India in the Arctic Council is of importance as the Himalayan range is
considered to be the third pole because of ice deposits that have a global importance.

IMHTEF IRYG H HRA T HHDT Heeaqul § FaiTh RATTT TAAHTST 1 38 3T Heea arel
faermer @ $1SR & HROT fFeT ¢ (Third Pole) AT ST 8l
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The Bay of Bengal as India’s SHANTI anchor

world’s most disaster-prone regions, lacks

coordinated mechanisms to respond to
natural disasters. Non-traditional threats such as
climate-induced disasters, illegal fishing, cyber
vulnerabilities, and supply chain disruptions
require regional cooperation beyond bilateral aid
or maritime power. This gap — growing capacity
without shared norms - highlights the need for
stronger maritime security.

On July 13, External Affairs Minister S.
Jaishankar introduced Securing Holistic
Advancement through Norms, Trust and Integrity
(SHANTTI) while launching India’s candidature for
the UN Security Council (UNSC) for the 2028-29
term. Building on Security and Growth for All in
the Region (SAGAR) and Mutual and Holistic
Advancement for Security and Growth Across
Regions (MAHASAGAR), SHANTI provides a
normative framework for shared maritime
spaces, with the Bay of Bengal serving as the ideal
region to operationalise it before expanding it
across the wider Indo-Pacific.

T he Bay of Bengal region, one of the

The Bay’s centrality
In recent years, the Bay of Bengal has moved
from the margins to the centre of India’s strategic
thinking. Historically, it connected South and
Southeast Asia through trade, culture, religion,
and the exchange of ideas long before the
Indo-Pacific entered diplomatic vocabulary.
Today, it links India’s Act East policy with the
Association of Southeast Asian Nations (ASEAN),
provides access to the strategically vital Malacca
Strait, and connects the eastern Indian Ocean to
major global trade and energy routes. China’s
heavy reliance on the strait — often described as
the “Malacca dilemma” — has driven its
expanding regional presence through ports and
infrastructure projects, intensifying geopolitical
competition. As economic connectivity, maritime

=
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The Bay of
Bengal is an
ideal testing
ground for
SHANTI'S
security vision

governance, and strategic rivalry converge in the
Bay, SHANTI offers a framework that places
norms, trust, and integrity — not tonnage — as the
currency of durable advantage.

A maritime security evolution

As such, SHANTI can be best understood as a
logical evolution of its maritime outreach.
SAGAR, articulated in 2015, supplied the vision of
‘equity in development’ and MAHASAGAR,
announced in 2025, expanded that vision’s scope
recognising the interconnectedness of security
(both vertically among nations and horizontally
in threat perception) in the wider Indo-Pacific
and the Global South. SHANTI offers the
grammar of maritime security framework, the
norms, trust and integrity in cooperation through
which vision can be translated into tangible
action that is well received and reciprocated. It
shifts the emphasis from competition to demand
driven cooperation, from influence to
non-prescriptive institution-building, and from
episodic crisis management to long-term
resilience. This shift — from protecting maritime
spaces to governing shared maritime commons —
reflects India’s new security mantra. If SAGAR
was a statement of intent and MAHASAGAR a
statement of reach, SHANTI is a statement of
method to situate India as the “preferred security
partner” and “first responder”.

Because the Bay of Bengal is a single
interconnected system, its cyclones, fish stocks,
shipping lanes and pollution cross national
boundaries almost by default, and its littoral
states face remarkably similar challenges and
concerns — disaster risk reduction and response,
coastal erosion, fisheries management, port
resilience, undersea cable protection and climate
adaptation.

Unlike the western Indian Ocean, which is
marked by active conflict, fragile economy and

31J7. The Bay of Bengal as India’s SHANTI anchor
I 1 ‘enifad (SHANTI) Ugel & TR & TF A ST T @13

contested spaces, the Bay of Bengal's strategic
geography encourages cooperation. Yet, the
region suffers less from a lack of institutions than
from institutional fragmentation. What is missing
is a common framework to align existing
mechanisms. SHANTI fills this gap by providing
principles to strengthen cooperation in maritime
security, disaster response, the blue economy,
and environmental resilience. India’s geography
gives it a natural convening role, but its centrality
should rest on regional stewardship — not
dominance — through trust-based, rules-based
cooperation among states with shared challenges
and opportunities.

Principles to practice

Taken together, these conditions make the Bay of
Bengal India’s most governable maritime
sub-region — a natural laboratory where SHANTI
can move from principle to practice before
shaping wider cooperation across the Indian
Ocean. This was reflected at the July 2026
BIMSTEC National Security Advisers’ meeting in
New Delhi, where member-states adopted
common principles for maritime law
enforcement and humanitarian assistance and
disaster relief. BIMSTEC also agreed to hold its
first joint maritime security exercise in the Bay, in
November 2026, while a white shipping
information-sharing agreement remains under
discussion. These initiatives reflect the
norm-building and trust-based cooperation that
SHANTI seeks to promote. Its lasting
contribution, therefore, will not be another
acronym in India’s maritime lexicon, but a
redefinition of security — from deterrence to
resilience, from rivalry to shared responsibility,
and from crisis management to governance of the
shared maritime commons.

The views expressed are personal

The Bay of Bengal region, one of the world’s most disaster-prone regions, lacks
coordinated mechanisms to respond to natural disasters.

ST Y WIS &1, ST T2 & FEH 3T HTIGT-9qoT 85 7 8 U ¢, WipTae smuemsit & Huee
& fov gafFaadar aaRa gl

Non-traditional threats such as climate-induced disasters, illegal fishing, cyber
vulnerabilities, and supply chain disruptions require regional cooperation beyond bilateral

aid or maritime power.

A-aRaRT TR, S ARSI 3T9aTY, 3 AA, VST FANNAT a4T 3afed A@er &
YA, SfaUeT HgrIcT AT HHGT ATF T 37T Tgeht ST FEANT T AT A ¢ |

On July 13, External Affairs Minister S. Jaishankar introduced Securing Holistic
Advancement through Norms, Trust and Integrity (SHANTI) while launching India’s
candidature for the UN Security Council (UNSC) for the 2028-29 term.

13 ST i fager 7=t . SFAFT A 2028-29 FRIHI o AT FgFa g JI&T IRwe (UNSC)
H AR &1 3FACaRy @ra’rﬁlﬂﬂmg(f Securing Holistic Advancement through Norms,

Trust and Integrity (SHANTI) Jgel & |

Building on Security and Growth for All in the Region (SAGAR) and Mutual and Holistic
Advancement for Security and Growth Across Regions (MAHASAGAR), SHANTI
provides a normative framework for shared maritime spaces, with the Bay of Bengal serving
as the ideal region to operationalise it before expanding it across the wider Indo-Pacific.

Security and Growth for All in the Region (SAGAR) ddr Mutual and Holistic
Advancement for Security and Growth Across Regions (MAHASAGAR) WX 3TTiRd
SHANT| ST T Y3 & fT Ueh Aleieh-3menRid SR Yetel el 8, Fas o Y @rgt
a9 RS- (Indo-Pacific) &7 & faEdR & Tgel 58 fohdleadial g 3MMeel &1 Hiell T |
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The Bay’s centrality
I Y WIS T 1T Aged

Historically, it connected South Asia and Southeast Asia through trade, culture, religion,
and the exchange of ideas long before the Indo-Pacific entered diplomatic vocabulary.

vfaefae &7 @, ffg-gend (Indo-Pacific) I TR & FToHcteh AseTael 7 Aot & Tgcd Tgel
& 7 gfaroT TR 3R EfRAT-qd TR FY AR, FEpf, et q2T Rt % 3er-ger &
HAIEIH T ST W@ 8

Today, it links India’s Act East Policy with the Association of Southeast Asian Nations
(ASEAN), provides access to the strategically vital Malacca Strait, and connects the eastern
Indian Ocean to major global trade and energy routes.

TATT H Tg AR T vae ST Afer 1 afaror-qF wfirams gt & Harset (ASEAN) & Sisdl &,
TR e & 3l HerayoT FaTaT TASHTAET T T FeTef el § e gdff g
RN T g R 3R Far Aeif & s B

China’s heavy reliance on the strait — often described as the “Malacca dilemma” — has
driven its expanding regional presence through ports and infrastructure projects, intensifying
geopolitical competition.

et T 5H STTSHTACT T 3T eI [eRaT, Tord o1 “Felaraht g gl SiTa ¢, o sieamgr
3R 3TERTAT IRATSAT3T o ATCTH T 3TFT 81319 3uAfa &1 farar frar g, oaw
T v wfareaet 3R g @Y S |

As economic connectivity, maritime governance, and strategic rivalry converge in the
Bay of Bengal, SHANTI offers a framework that places norms, trust, and integrity — not
tonnage — as the currency of durable advantage.

S-S 3fF s, TR AT AT Wiefeven wiEwe’ e Hr @ F vH- g A TS @ E,
SHANT! U TG JIcT hcll § ST TR ATAReR 187 & TR & & H STgToil bl & (T
HIX) & TUTT T ATAES], TaRard 3R 3r@sar &1 JrafAsdr & 81

Maritime security evolution

AT G&T 1

SAGAR, articulated in 2015, supplied the vision of ‘equity in development’ and
MAHASAGAR, announced in 2025, expanded that vision’s scope recognising the
interconnectedness of security (both vertically among nations and horizontally in threat
perception) in the wider Indo-Pacific and the Global South.

2015 # 9¥Jd SAGAR & ‘T & FARTAT H1 gfSeahior gere fha, srafe 2025 7 e
MAHASAGAR & fég-werier & o 3fRaes gfavor & geeatr 1 oRewt deerar (rset & &

maﬁnam@aﬁ@rma:wwmaﬁmmgwwmwﬁwm|

If SAGAR was a statement of intent and MAHASAGAR a statement of reach, SHANTI is a
statement of method to situate India as the “preferred security partner” and “first
responder”.

I SAGAR Tehed &l Uciieh AT 3R MAHASAGAR qg“%rao‘r, ar SHANTI 9Rd &l “qrrfae
Y& WIRAGR” AT “943 WATHAT YSTar o €9 7 AT et T hrdueesfcd &1 Telleh g

SHANTI fills this gap by providing principles to strengthen cooperation in maritime security,
disaster response, the blue economy, and environmental resilience.

SHANT| WY GaT, 3raer gfafsan, sel srdeaavyr qur gafawol a=farde & &t & agarer

T Ggg el & (AU JeTd X 58 Hell 1 gT FAT

This was reflected at the July 2026 BIMSTEC National Security Advisers’ meeting in New
Delhi, where member-states adopted common principles for maritime law enforcement and
humanitarian assistance and disaster relief.

Ig TS 2026 F 7§ el 7 AT BIMSTEC TSERT &t HAGHRI hY o H gReiared
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Migrants flood into Spain’s
Ceuta exclave from Morocco

Ence France-. S5
CEUTA

Madrid on Thursday said it
would despatch soldiers to
Ceuta to ensure security af-
ter hundreds of migrants
entered the Spanish north
African exclave from Mo-
rocco, mainly by swim-
ming, and reported nine
deaths.

Migration from Morocco
into Spain’s two north Affi-
can territories, Ceuta and
Melilla, has long been a
politically sensitive issue
between the two coun-
tries, as thousands cross
the border at times.

Migration has lon
been a politically
sensitive issue
between the

two countries

sent to the small territory
of 18.5 square km but said
the Civil Guard’s strength
there would be nearly dou-
bled from the current level
of 80. It will also send div-
ing teams and coastguard
ships.

According to footage
broadcast by public televi-
sion, Civil Guard officers
were merely monitoring

have recovered the bodies
of nine migrants who died
while trying to reach Ceuta
by swimming, the Spanish
government’s delegation in
the enclave said.

The President of Ceuta,
Juan Vivas, said Wednes-
day that 1,500 migrants
had come to Ceuta by sea
in the past few days.

Mr. Vivas had already
warned that the reception
centres were saturated as
the number of people en-
tering was more than 200
a day.

Police and Civil Guards
in Ceuta appeared to do lit-
tle to intervene, though

“The Armed Forces will  the entry of migrants near  some officers attempted to
reinforce the Civil Guardin  a border post in the south  direct the arrivals to the lo-
the exercise of its powers of Ceuta. cal migrant reception
and any others that may be This is the largest inflow  centre.

necessary to maintain se-
curity in the city of Ceuta,”
Spain’s Interior Ministry
said.

It did not specify how
many soldiers would be

of people into Ceuta since
May 2021, when more than
10,000 migrants entered
the autonomous city from
Morocco in just two days.
Spanish authorities

Spain’s Prime Minister
Pedro Sanchez said on X
that his government was
“focussed on providing an
immediate response” to
the crisis in Ceuta.

31J7. Migrants flood into Spain’s Ceuta exclave from Morocco

ARFSH! § YAl T F TYLT Creld H 791 H&AT H Tgd

e Migration from Morocco into Spain’s two North African territories, Ceuta and Melilla, has
long been a politically sensitive issue between the two countries, as thousands cross the
border at times.

ARFHY A T o &1 3 3R &1 Frer 3 Aferar 7 gardet e @87 & et g & g v
TSTeATTcIeh &9 & FdeeTelier Heer g1 &, Fiich FHI-HHAT T §TRI w197 AT IR X &
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Govt. launches Protection & Indemnity cover for mariner

WHR o AP & AT ‘GReFera s 3@ fiar wav afea fFar

Jewellery loses
sheen; gold ETFs
glitter, says WGC

tendu Mishra
MUMBAI

India's penchant for gold in
the form of jewellery wea-
kened, even as the yellow
metal's appeal as invest-
ments gained traction with
Gold exchange traded
funds (ETFs) witnessing in-
creased demand in April-
June (Q1) 2026, according
to the World Gold Council
(WGC) data.

Owing to high gold pric-
es and excess volatility wit-
nessed in the past months
following the West Asia
conflict, the overall de-
mand for gold in India fell
6% to 131.4 tonnes in
QIFY27 from 139.7 tonnes
in the year-ago period,
WGC said.

India’s gold demand (in
value) for the quarter was
¥1,98,100 crore, up by 50%
year-on-year (YoY) . Total
jewellery demand in India
for the quarter decreased
by 15% YoY to 75.1 tonnes .
However, the value of je-
wellery demand increased
to %1,13,210 crore com-
pared with 84,200 crore a
year ago, as per WGC.

Total Bar and Coin de-
mand increased 9% YoY to
50.3 tonnes and in value
terms it was 73% more at
{75,750 crore.

ETF push

As per WGC data, total gold
ETF demand for the quar-
ter was at 4.2 tonnes, up
49% YoY. In value terms,

In India, the average quarterly
price of gold during April-June
was 1,50,744.8 REUTERS

gold ETF demand was
16,300 crore, up by 136%
YoY.

Total gold recycled in Q1
fell 17% YoY to 19.2 tonnes.
Total gold imports reduced
by 23% YoY to 98.1 tonnes.

The US$/oz average
quarterly price for the
quarter was $4,506.3 in
comparison to $3,280.4 in
the year-ago period.
INR/10g average quarterly
price for the quarter was
71,50,744.8 against
¥94,875.9 a year ago (with-
out import duty and GST).

Sachin Jain, Regional
CEO, India, WGC , said
consumers kept prioritis-
ing gold amid high-price
environment. “They are
adapting their purchasing
decisions to balance affor-
dability with long-term va-
lue. Although volumes fell
to around 75 tonnes, jewel-
lery demand in value
terms grew 34% to
%1,13,210 crore, supported
by seasonal buying.”

31J7. Jewellery loses sheen; gold ETFs
glitter, says WGC

JTeTOT Y THF BYHY, Mes ETF HT ATHE0T
del. WGC

¢ India's penchant for gold in the form of
jewellery weakened, even as the yellow metal's appeal
as an investment gained traction, with Gold Exchange
Traded Funds (ETFs) witnessing increased demand in
April-June (Q1) 2026, according to the World Gold
Council (WGC).

7o Mes FBRAT (WGC) & 3HeTaR, eI (Q1)

2026 o GRTeT HRT 3 HTIIOT oh & H e hr HiaT
HHAR 3T, STTeh 1T b T I ST Aleh (1T Sor 3R
Mes TFAAS ¢33 B3 (ETF) 1 AT H SeolEeig geie
gl TS |

31J7. Govt. launches Protection &
Indemnity cover for mariner

WHR o AP & fAT ‘greFere vs s3fFadr
AT FaR AT fFar

e The Department of Financial Services under
the Ministry of Finance on Thursday launched India's
first sovereign-backed Protection and Indemnity
insurance product under the Bharat Maritime
Insurance Pool (BMIP), designed by the New India
Assurance Company.

fae Fera o 3iceTer fareir Jar fysmer o oo &1 sma
¥ gga AW-AATAT (Sovereign-backed) T T3
g3 (Protection & Indemnity) AT 3eUTE T YIRS
HRa HemH SN I (BMIP) & ad o, s
33T vealiw &y & fasfaa R g

e On this occasion, Financial Services
Secretary Sanjay Lohia handed over the first

Protection and Indemnity insurance policy
document to Shipping Corporation of India Ltd.

59 3ae} R fad dar aRg aora afgar o fRifder
PRARLAA HTF AT fAfARs 1 ugel WReFea U3
g3fPeadY o wifardY 1 raras dian|

e The insurance provides financial protection against third-party liabilities, including crew
liability, cargo liability, pollution liability, wreck removal, and a 24x7 port
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correspondent network, with an indemnity limit of up to $1.5 billion, through the combined
capacity of the pool, the Finance Ministry said in a statement.

fae #ATeT & 3TAR, Ig e Jelra-vat it & faeees faedtar geat geret #=arg, fSad &
aifrea, Frett a1fliea, wewor a1f¥eq, STeTer & #aa #Y ge (Wreck Removal) T @l d2T
247 A& FATGETAT Aead Sie GIAend enfier &1 58 AT & AT Go Y TFeFeT &THT &
ATEAA 1.5 37 AR St T 1 47farafed (Indemnity) HioT 3cetr B

e Since the operationalisation of the BMIP by the Department of Financial Services (DFS) on
May 12, backed by a sovereign guarantee, the pool has demonstrated substantial market
acceptance and has successfully met its primary objective of providing uninterrupted war
risk insurance capacity to Indian stakeholders, the statement said.

deFced & AR, 12 7 I Faelr Far fasmr (DFS) gaRr §98] IRE (Sovereign Guarantee)
& GAY o AT BMIP o URETelel & 81t & TG & S8 Yol ol cA19h SIS T el ¢ 3K
S8 AR TEeTerehi s foraiTer Jaar sHf&e AT (War Risk Insurance) 3UoTst] #el o 370e
THE 36T I Hholdgash 1 feham g
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et & anferer Y gog o HfAafAa frarer 1 e ford Ft 3R fHar

31J7 | What Alanine aminotransferase level can reveal about liver health

T TRAERIS TR A5 & LT & aR H #1991 FHT1 §
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Girl’s death in China reveals human
cost of unregulated science

The case has prompted debate about

icularly for rare but serious disorde into the death has

n human'’ gene-editing tri:

about the oversight of such an experimental personalised trial and the way the researchers and their institutions communicated their choices

Vasudevan Mukunth

six-year-old girl in China died in
March 2025 after receiving
what researchers said they
believed was the world’s first
base-editing therapy directed at the brain,
according to an investigation by Science
and Retraction Watch.

‘The investigation has raised important
questions about the oversight of an
experimental personalised gene-editing
trial and the way the researchers and
their institutions communicated their
choices.

‘The girl had Snijders Blok-Campeau
syndrome, a rare neurodevelopmental
disorder caused by a mutation in the
(CHD3 gene. Although the condition
affects intellectual development and its
severity varies widely, most people with
the condition live full lives.

But that such a case could still clear the
bar for an unprecedented, high-risk brain
intervention says something about a

society uneasy with disability and
eenamoured of techno-scientific
interventions.

‘The girl’s parents sought the
experimental treatment after learning of
research led by neuroscientist Zilong Qiu
at the Shanghai Jiao Tong University.

iting is a more recent invention
than CRISPR-Cas9. The American
biochemist David Liu developed it at the
Broad Institute in 2016 after finding a way
to convert one DNA letter directly into
another - say, C to T - without cutting
both strands of the DNA double helix, as
Cas9-based editing does.

As a result, base-editing is, in principle,
more ‘gentle” and can Gt fewer

tati

Big case: Th has raised
and their institutions communicated their choices. REUTERS

The treatment proceeded as a clinical
trial initiated by the investigator at the
Xinhua Hospital in Shanghai. This process
did not require the National Medical
Products Administration, China’s national
drug regulator, to review it first.

However, the report has quoted
independent experts expressing concerns
with several aspects of the process —
including whether preclinical studies (in
animals) had adequately proved the
treatment’s safety for human use.

thus renewed hopes |ha( geneed.mng
could graduate from being a proof of
concept and to treating rare disorders
caused by defects in single genes.

‘That said, the memory of He Jiankui,
the Chinese scientist who announced in
2018 that he had edited the genomes of
twin girls at the embryonic stage without
adequate ethical review, scientific
justification, and even disclosure to his
own university, has weighed heavily on
the field.

He was later sentenced to three years
in prison for his actions, and the episode
forced China to tighten its rules on human
gene-editing research. But as the new
investigation by Science and Retraction
Watch has found, the rifts between what
the law says and how it is enforced have
remained wide enough for a similar
failure to recur.

Dr. Qiu's team devel a
personalised base-editing therapy
designed to correct the genetic mutation
in the child's brain cells.

However, delivering the ‘editor’ to the
brain required the researchers to inject
large doses of adeno-associated viruses
(AAVs), which are known to carry risks of
severe immune reactions.

According to the investigation report,
the child’s parents helped finance much
of the therapy's development,
contributing around $860,000 (8.3
crore) from their personal savings and
money borrowed from relatives.

studies in monkeys
reportedly found that all the treated
animals had developed liver injury and
one monkey's kidneys were damaged as
well.

However, the researchers proceeded to
inject the therapy into the girl's
cerebrospinal fluid on March 24, 2025.
Within days, she developed a fever and
kidney damage, and died a week later.

Hospital’s internal review

An internal review at the hospital
concluded that the treatment was
certainly linked to her death, and listed
the cause of death as

examine the underlying evidence and
funding disclosures.

Nature said it had not been informed of
the patient’s death or the regulatory
issues before publication and that such
information would have been i

gene-editing trial and the way the researchers

from decision to injection.

Of course, this doesn’t mean India
treats disability better than China. Stigma
against disabled people here is
widespread, sustained by
i i i and

during editorial review.

The case has prompted renewed
debate about ‘first in human’ gene-editing
trials, particularly for rare but serious
disorders.

In June 2024, Nature had reported a
similar story in India: researchers across
the country raced against time to develop
a treatment for Uditi Saraf, a 2()year old
with familial

prejudice.

Affordable gene-editing

The Sarafs’ experience also opened a
window to India’s opportunity to become
a centre for affordable gene-editing as it
wound through Ghosh’s ambition to
manufacture AAVs within the country and
Debomm Chakraborty’s efforts at the

of Genomics and

neuroserpin inclusion bodles or Fl:NlB -
a rare and aggressive brain disorder with
symptoms similar to dementia.

Sadly, Uditi passed away before the
treatment was ready, although the Sarafs,
who helped fund the tests, and the
researchers expressed hope afterwards
that their efforts could help other people
with FENIB.

The researchers’ challenges included
xdenufymg the mumuon engineering the
the AAV

microangiopathy, a complication that has
previously been associated with genetic
therapies involving high doses of AAVs.

According to Science and Retraction
Watch, neither the researchers nor the
hospital disclosed the girl’s death at the
time. Several months later, local health
authorities fined the hospital for
shortcomings in trial oversight and
registration, but did not sanction the lead
researcher.

‘The family said they later asked that a
research paper related to the trial be
withdrawn, arguing that it did not reflect
the appropriate outcomes.

‘The investigation also examined a
paper published in Nature earlier this
year describing the underlying preclinical
work. Some independent experts
questioned aspects of the reported data
and argued that the journal should

Biology to develop i
CRISPR therapies.

‘That said, while India offered the
possibility of acting before it was too late,
the researchers might have faced similar
questions over the preclinical evidence
and toxicology reports and regulatory
penalties against hospitals if the
treatment had gone awry.

Finally, none of the regulatory
philosophies at work in these episodes
guarantees success. One emphasised

vectors, and i
capacity to produce a gene therapy of
direct clinical value.

Both instances — Uditi Saraf and the
little girl in China — began with
researchers committing themselves to a
schedule they knew would be uncertain
and high-pressure.

But in Uditi's case, while the
researchers worked 12-hour days and
called in favours from colleagues abroad,
their efforts also had to contend against
the friction of collaborating across
borders and dealing with the U.S’s more
cautious regulatory system. In India as
well, Arkasubhra Ghosh at Narayana
Nethralaya Eye Hospital was waiting for
approval from Indian regulators to
manufacture AAVs when Uditi passed
away. In China, on the other hand, the
researchers faced little resistance going

reviews before ‘first in human’
use. Another allowed
investigator-initiated trials to proceed
‘more rapidly. A third was willing to
devolve trust based on reputation and
clinical stature over external reviews,
including of safety.

In fact, while the law in China forbids
charging patients for unproven therapy, it
is also written narrowly enough for
informal payments to individual
researchers — such as the gifts to Dr. Qiu—
to fall outside its purview.

Communicating risk and (he pos:l.bl.hl)
of death also have thorny social
dimensions, including the upurmsm

frontier and
the emotional entanglement that can
develop between families and
researchers.
(mukunth.v@thehindu.co.in)

THE GIST

v

Asixyear-old girlin China died
in March 2025 after receiving
what researchers said they
believed was the world's first
base-editing therapy directed
at the brain, according to an
investigation by Science and
Retroction Watch. The girl had
Snijders Blok-Campeau
syndrome, a rare
neurodevelopmental disorder
caused by a mutation in the
CHD3 gene

v

The treatment proceeded as a
clinical trial initiated by the
investigator at the Xinhua
Hospital in Shanghai. This
process did not require the
National Medical Products
Administration, China’s
national drug regulator, to
review it first. However, the
report has quoted independent
experts expressing concerns
with several aspects of the
process — including whether
preclinical studies (in animals)
had adequately proved the
treatment’s safety for human
use

v

An internal review at the
hospital concluded that the
treatment was certainly linked
to her death, and listed the
cause of death as thrombotic
microangiopathy, a
complication that has
previously been associated
with genetic therapies
involving high doses of AAVs

31J7. Girl’s death in China reveals human cost of unregulated science

diet & FIfAT 1 Jog A IfAAAT Rrarer Fr AT Fra F 3IER fFar

e A six-year-old girl in China died in March 2025 after receiving what researchers said they
believed was the world’s first base-editing therapy directed at the brain, according to an
investigation by Science and Retraction Watch.

et & g aii Ueh FrforenT T AR 2025 A g &) 1S, 519 3 a8 3TN fe7r I fo
RT3 oF AREASH & forw faea 6 gy dw-vizféer R samr| a8 Sy Science ar
Retraction Watch & Teh Sifer & 378K A& TS|
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THE HUMAN BODY
MADE OF TRILLIONS OF CELLS

Normally, cells follow a fixed life cycle:

THEY PERFORM THEY DIE WHEN
THEIR FUNCTION OLD OR DAMAGED

/ - L . ‘ 1 a
€@ ey Grow € THEY DIVIDE

Cells i““:ase :::'"“: :::2;5 Cells fE‘.a;ry out g | Oldordamaged & .* 8.

i "y speciic functions >—L,_ mp celsstop working #2885
prepare for | = through a e tokeepthebody . 4 and are removed X
their function. called cell division. working properly. ol ) &

i@

WHAT IS A CELL? WHAT HAPPENS IN CANCER? BENIGN vs MALIGNANT

The human body is made up al- & BENIGN TUMOUR

of trillions of cells. Cellsare /¢ « ,* - - 8 i A% AT &
the basic building blocks -~ 4 %", & vy Y .; ;.- N S
of life. Different types of ."‘ '.“ - A o ‘“. » Grows slowly
cells work together to form &~ . ,'; ' ‘ . 43 ¢ Remains in
tissues, organs and systems. ‘e \'8 ’ \ ~ one place
IR N ' * Does not spread
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1. NORMAL CELL 2. DNADAMAGE 3. UNCONTROLLED 4. SPREAD MALIGNANT TUMOUR SR .
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e The investigation has raised important questions about the oversight of an experimental
personalised gene-editing trial and the way the researchers and their institutions
communicated their choices.

3 1T A Teh U cafarasTd ShieT-wureer qdiaTor i fAaRmet g2 erererdisit 3R 30
FEATAT @R 319e foroTat st TR et & adies o Ageaqot yeaT @s fne &

e The girl had Snijders Blok-Campeau syndrome, a rare neurodevelopmental disorder
caused by a mutation in the CHD3 gene.

STforshT TATSSY selieh-heat AP & N3T off, Y CHD3 A & 3caRada & FROT glet aTell Teh
gorst -l gaeh fAsr B |

e Although the condition affects intellectual development and its severity varies widely, most
people with the condition live full lives.

Ity ag Rufa sigfaes e ot ganfaa aXd & 3R saaT eiRar g3« afad # e ar
Tl g, T o 5 Tash & a1t 3rfRrehier olfer | 3R 9ot Siiaet i &1
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Base-editing is a more recent invention than CRISPR-Cas?9.
39-uf3fear, CRISPR-Cas9 & Jefell # 31t w7dleT deheileh &1

The American biochemist David Liu developed it at the Broad Institute in 2016 after finding
a way to convert one DNA letter directly into another — say, C to T — without cutting both
strands of the DNA double helix, as Cas9-based editing does.

AR STg-THIeTae 3fas fog ¥ 2016 # 93 $¥ege A 58 A Ad fanam, 519 37817 DNA &
Teh 376 1 1Y gER 318N 7 — o C & T — aRafcdd avet & vt fafer @vsfy foraet Caso-
3menfe HUTGeT T @ DNA & Il J@THT Y Test G 781 Bl |

As a result, base-editing is, in principle, more ‘gentle’ and can cause fewer unintended
mutations.

Ferea®y, fguiad: au-uf3féer 3w wleg A e § 3R 580 seafara scafads 6
GTET A gl &

Its development thus renewed hopes that gene-editing could graduate from being a proof of
concept and to treating rare disorders caused by defects in single genes.

S TohrE & g MR qeAsfifad €5 T SeT-Hareet Sharer HTLROM & FATOT T WA o Tgeh
Tehel Sfiel & EIY o SHROT 3ol Gt dTel GeldT FATFRY & STER T TSI eI §f Heel 1

That said, the memory of He Jiankui, the Chinese scientist who announced in 2018 that he
had edited the genomes of twin girls at the embryonic stage without adequate ethical review,
scientific justification, and even disclosure to his own university, has weighed heavily on the
field.

T oY, & ToraTarshs ST erear, fSiwglel 2018 3 wTed wifceh Tallatr, dmforen 3ifarcar T 391 &
faeafaerera @t Gerd foht faT 80T 3raean 7 S[gdl STl & Siieile HTesT T Sy r o,
S &1 9 ITET JHTd NS TR &

Dr. Qiu’s team developed a personalised base-editing therapy designed to correct the
genetic mutation in the child’s brain cells.

31, T3 Y &1 = aiforent 1 ARETSh hiRAh13i H Hisle 3T e ScaRacie i Sleh it &
38T W T AfFIId 39-ufEféer Rife fasfaa |

However, delivering the ‘editor’ to the brain required the researchers to inject large doses of
adeno-associated viruses (AAVs), which are known to carry risks of severe immune
reactions.

fehe 58 TfSe bl AfPASH deh TgelTel & foIT MUHTHT T TSA-3rATATES A (AAVs) FHr
a?rﬂma:rséwmamqgr,mﬁmwﬁwmuﬁﬁmﬁwmﬂr@?ﬂmm%l

Toxicology studies in monkeys reportedly found that all the treated animals had developed
liver injury and one monkey’s kidneys were damaged as well.

RAIE & AR, Fet o fohe a7 Rary-famer waeft sreagat & uram a1 o 3o gred @sf aeysit
ﬁwﬂﬁﬁ%@ﬁgéamwaaﬁgﬁﬁaﬁwqgml

However, the researchers proceeded to inject the therapy into the girl's cerebrospinal fluid
on March 24, 2025.

$H% Aa9[G, ATTRATIHT ¥ 24 ARY 2025 1 5H TATHRCHT 1 Tt & AfPTSH-ATUST ga A
golere fohaT|

Within days, she developed a fever and kidney damage, and died a week later.

Fo 81 &l & iR 38 a9t gaR 3R et A &1fer 81 718, TUT Teh HeTg S1g 3R 7Y 8 TS|
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What Alanine aminotransferase level can reveal about liver health

TR

ccording to the World Health

Organization (WHO), liver diseases

account for around two million
deaths globally every year. Viral hepatitis
alone caused an estimated 1.3 million deaths
in 2022, with about 254 million people living
with chronic hepatitis B infection and around
50 million with chronic hepatitis C infection.
‘There is also a rising burden of metabolic
dysfunction-associated steatotic liver disease
(MASLD), previously known as non-alcoholic
fatty liver disease, driven by increasing
obesity and diabetes.

An early marker

Alanine aminotransferase (ALT), also known
as serum glutamic-pyruvic transaminase
(SGPT), is an enzyme found predominantly
inside liver cells. When these cells are
damaged or inflamed, ALT leaks into the
bloodstream, making it one of the earliest
laboratory markers of liver injury.

Arul Prakash, gastroenterologist and
hepatologist, SRM Prime Hospitals, Chennai,
says ALT is also present in smaller amounts
in muscles and the heart. Therefore, an
elevated ALT level does not necessarily
indicate liver disease and should prompt
further evaluation to identify the source of

early indicator of liver injury. GETTY MAGES

the abnormality.

ALT is one component of the liver function
test, which includes other liver enzymes and
measures of liver function. Although ALT is a
sensitive indicator of ongoing liver injury,
patients can still have significant liver disease
despite normal ALT values.

Check up: The Union Health Ministry has urged people to monitor alanine aminotransferase (ALT) levels as an

ALT testing is performed on a blood
sample, with results typically available within
afew hours. Although many laboratories
consider ALT levels below 40 units per litre
as normal, interpretation depends on the
patient’s condition. For example, lower
thresholds are often applied in people with

chronic hepatitis B or C.

People living with MASLD may have
normal or only mildly elevated ALT despite
having liver disease. In advanced cirrhosis,
ALT levels may return to normal because
there are too few functioning liver cells left to
release the enzyme. As a result, normal ALT
values do not exclude significant or advanced
liver disease.

Who should be tested?
ALT testing is already part of most

comprehensive health check-ups, says
Dinesh Jothimani, director of

asymptomatic because the liver has a
remarkable ability to regenerate and
continue functioning despite ongoing
damage. Symptoms often appear only in
advanced stages of disease, making routine
screening particularly valuable.

Elevated ALT
An elevated ALT level is not a diagnosis but
an indication for further assessment, experts
emphasise.

Dr. Prakash says doctors usually perform a
complete liver function test, additional blood
i igati and, where i

Rela Hospital, Chennai. For adults without
recognised risk factors, testing once a year is
generally adequate. Those at higher risk may
benefit from more frequent monitoring,
depending on clinical advice.

People living with obesity, diabetes,
thyroid disorders, high viral

cardiac evaluation to determine the cause. If
liver disease is confirmed, treatment
depends on the underlying condition.
Lifestyle modifications, including reducing
alcohol intake, , maintaining a healthy
weight, limiting excess saturated fat, refined

hepatitis, long-term medication use, alcohol
consumption, a family history of liver disease
or sedentary lifestyles are at greater risk of
liver injury and should undergo regular
evaluation, he says.

Dr. Jothimani notes that liver enzyme
elevation may occur in acute viral hepatitis,
alcohol-related liver disease, MASLD,
autoimmune hepatitis and chronic liver
diseases. However, many patients remain

)y and sugary foods, and
increasing physical activity, remain central to
managing metabolic liver disease. Viral
hepatitis and autoimmune hepatitis require
specific medical treatment.

Experts recommend that people with
persistently abnormal ALT levels or
suspected liver disease undergo further
evaluation under the guidance of a medical
professional.

(athira.elssa@thehindu.co.in)

31J7. What Alanine aminotransferase level can reveal about liver health

T TRATERIS R I & FEEeT & aR H #1901 FH1 §

e According to the World Health Organization (WHO), liver diseases account for around two
million deaths globally every year.

T TRy Herasar (WHO) & 3eT8R, I T Tedsh ay [aedqer & ofarstar 20 a1 Heg & v
IR 8 &
e Viral hepatitis alone caused an estimated 1.3 million deaths in 2022, with about 254

million people living with chronic hepatitis B infection and around 50 million with chronic
hepatitis C infection.

ol IS FUSTBIEH o HRUT 2022 H AT 13waﬂvﬁaﬁrﬂ§é,mﬁsawmz5.4
FUS AT EIeFIforeh guersRu-dt TshHavT TAUT S9aT37eT 5 FAZ 9T Srefarifors gaesfeq-d
HHHAUT & ATY SdeT Tdid HT g T

e There is also a rising burden of metabolic dysfunction-associated steatotic liver disease
(MASLD), previously known as non-alcoholic fatty liver disease, driven by increasing
obesity and diabetes.

sa% JrfaRed, AT RedhFe-3raRees earifRs e Bisr (MASLD), o ugar
aﬁ-mﬁﬁﬁmﬂr&ﬁw%ﬁawmmwﬁyaﬁa@m&ﬁwwwmgm
Alerdr 3R AYAE B

An early marker

TH UREHE GhdF

e Alanine aminotransferase (ALT), also known as serum glutamic-pyruvic transaminase
(SGPT), is an enzyme found predominantly inside liver cells.

Tafaet TR (ALT), o @Re seerfae-arsfas grefas (SGPT) 8t argr Sirar g,
R AT A . e A 3 e e

e When these cells are damaged or inflamed, ALT leaks into the bloodstream, making it one of
the earliest laboratory markers of liver injury.

ST A PRAAIT &TfarEd a1 Fof AT 8, aF ALT wmﬁqg‘am% o o agpa afa
FY YRTEHE TARTATAT HHaadh! 7 ¥ Teh &1 ST B

e Arul Prakash, gastroenterologist and hepatologist, SRM Prime Hospitals, Chennai, says
ALT is also present in smaller amounts in muscles and the heart.
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UeeT$ YT THIHRUH TIFH GIEICEH oh IRGIVIAANTOIES Td gUSTAITSIES 3Tl TehTeT & AR,
ALT 31eq AT # ATARIAT aU7 ggg 7 & 9/ S g

Therefore, an elevated ALT level does not necessarily indicate liver disease and should
prompt further evaluation to identify the source of the abnormality.

Hel: ALT ST QT §3T X AT FF H Agel T &7 Tehel +TeT aelT, Soeh SHHAIAT
e SHROT T AT AN & folT 3R Y STy ¥ 3TaRTHar g g

ALT is one component of the liver function test, which includes other liver enzymes and
measures of liver function.

ALT, faR teFele 3FE &1 Ueh TTh &, TS0 31w Tl TSATFAT AT Threl T FIRAGTHT &
faffieet ATaes of afFaAterd g 81

Although ALT is a sensitive indicator of ongoing liver injury, patients can still have significant
liver disease despite normal ALT values.

eI ALT <l TET Tt &1fer ol Teh HalgeTeliel Hehcleh &, fY 1 WTAT ALT o glet TR 8
forelt saferer at a1ef et Aer &Y FhaTT 1

ALT testing is performed on a blood sample, with results typically available within a few
hours.

ALT T Sifer T & a3el OX T ST & 3R 5Heh IRUTH THIT: Ho el & 87k 3Telstr g
cIck]

In advanced cirrhosis, ALT levels may return to normal because there are too few
functioning liver cells left to release the enzyme.

Seratct RO T 3EEAT A ALT T T YoT: A gl Fehell §, F11h 3H THI USIISH i Hercd
T & ToIT g AT apd PRSI AT 78 &l |

People living with obesity, diabetes, thyroid disorders, high cholesterol, viral hepatitis,
long-term medication use, alcohol consumption, a family history of liver disease or sedentary
lifestyles are at greater risk of liver injury and should undergo regular evaluation, he says.

YT, TS T YaeT, Tl 9T T ITRATRE e AT [ATShar Shaereiel arel et & epe &7fc &t
& 317 gier 8 3R 37 A sita #et @iy

Dr. Jothimani notes that liver enzyme elevation may occur in acute viral hepatitis, alcohol-
related liver disease, MASLD, autoimmune hepatitis and chronic liver diseases.

3T, mfaﬂfﬁramﬁ%‘%mmwaagmwmam?ﬁasﬁv, IS § T Thel
9T, MASLD, Fa-gfereh gdersfed aur Sreeioe I el 7 S@r 51 TohdT 5
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31J7 | Clearance in reverse
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Clearance in reverse
Top court nod for post facto approval
must not be read as support for amnesty
l ndia’s environmental impact assessment

(EIA) regime rests on a single sequencing

rule: a project must be appraised before the
pickaxe pierces the ground, not after the building
is operational. The Supreme Court of India’s July
29 order, from a Bench led by the Chief Justice of
India, Surya Kant, on post facto clearances, reaf-
firms that rule even as it hollows it out. By quash-
ing the 2021 Office Memorandum while leaving
the door open for the Centre to legalise violations
through a statutory notification, the Court’s dis-
tinction between an administrative order and a
notification, is effectively a fig-leaf — a procedural
nicety dressed up as respect for environmental
norms. The deeper problem that the judgment
does not confront is the dissonance between the
State-level appraisal machinery and the Centre’s
law. When State EIA authorities, expert commit-
tees and pollution boards routinely discover viola-
tions only after a highway, port or steel plant is
built, post facto clearance stops being an excep-
tion and becomes the design. Large projects are
now appraised as a ‘fait accompli’, their ecological
cost weighed only once demolition would cost
more than absolution. The Court reasons that go-
vernments may frame environmental amnesty
schemes much as they do for tax defaults. But the
logic that justifies regularising an unauthorised
colony for electoral gain cannot be transposed
onto works that carve into forests and flood-
plains. Environmental science exists as a disci-
pline precisely to insist on interconnectedness —
that plant, animal, human and microbial systems
are bound together, and that damage to one pro-
pagates through all. A wetland is not an unregis-
tered plot to be regularised on payment of a fee.
Even the argument that these are hospitals and
airports meant for public good cannot automati-
cally justify the environmental cost.

Worryingly, that transactional logic now has le-
gal cover. The existing retrospective clearances
do exact a fine from those who bypassed the
norms — but the Jan Vishwas amendments
stripped away the threat of imprisonment for en-
vironmental lapses altogether, leaving only mone-
tary penalties thus converting compliance into a
‘cost of doing business’ entry, which a well-capi-
talised proponent can budget for. The latest judg-
ment does not examine this shift, but endorses its
premise, treating environmental harm as a debt
that can be settled after the fact. The Court insists
that reducing violations to civil penalties does not
weaken the precautionary principle. But a princi-
ple meant to prevent irreversible harm cannot be
honoured by pricing the harm and collecting the
cheque. The consequences are incidents of infras-
tructure projects getting flattened by serious
monsoon activity. The Centre would be well ad-
vised to read this order not as a licence to multiply
amnesty schemes, but as a mandate to repair the
clearance apparatus.

31J7. Clearance in reverse

3erdt e F gafavoityr Tl

e India’s environmental impact assessment (EIA) regime
rests on a single sequencing rule: a project must be appraised
before the pickaxe pierces the ground, not after the building is
operational.

HRA T gl THIT HThelel (EIA) STTEAT Teh Heleld hel
faerid o 3mnRa & o foredt o &1 Heaidet iR
UREH glet ¥ TGl TohdT STl =1feT, o fa f¥wTor qut gt 38

HATelel YREST 81 o d1G |

e The Supreme Court of India’s July 29 order, from a
Bench led by the Chief Justice of India, Surya Kant, on post
facto clearances, reaffirms that rule even as it hollows it out.

HRd & Fafed =T SaRT 29 S[AT$ Fl R & HE&T qrarefier
AT T EALTAT AT S GaRT geETe Fipiadl (Post Facto
Clearances) W &1 911 31¢er 58 fferict &I gof: give ot e €,

ferec] ATy €1 38 arEdash Ferra ot ff AR T ST &

e The deeper problem that the judgment does not confront is
the dissonance between the State-level appraisal machinery and
the Centre’s law.

g fAvTa 7 o T8a Toean &1 AT 81 fohar AT §, 98 To
T A o7 3R g & Flefel & e T 69T B

e A wetland is not an unregistered plot to be regularised on
payment of a fee.

IS TSI (Wetland) XA ITdsliehe 3@ 18T ¢ TSI Shael Yok
STHT ek [atad fhar 5T T |

e Even the argument that these are hospitals and airports
meant for public good cannot automatically justify the
environmental cost.

g d T o I 3reqare 3R ga1$ 3188 STofed & fov s aw &,
3791 39 H gATaoiT &1fa &1 3T F8T 387 Farar|

e Worryingly, that transactional logic now has legal cover.
FIaTSTeteh a1 I8 & Toh 39 olet-aet JTETRa A &1 379 fafere axaor
gTed &1 AT &

e The existing retrospective clearances do exact a fine
from those who bypassed the norms — but the Jan Vishwas
amendments stripped away the threat of imprisonment for
environmental lapses altogether, leaving only monetary penalties,
thus converting compliance into a ‘cost of doing business’ entry,
which a well-capitalised proponent can budget for.

AT JareaTdt qATavofir Feligpfat & Haea et 1 Seett e arell & FATT a2 for
ST &, o] et fareamer Heier=it of 92TeRoliy Sooitrsii & fol HRTERT T Tl FATed H
fear & 3 Sharet 3T &3 AW W@ &, THE I1quTell Ueh qaaT FIo1 HY AT (Cost of
Doing Business) # aRafdd g1 1ar &, Toraerr wrawnsT fadir §9 & @eter IR yace gger
J &Y 379 ol H T Tohd &

e The latest judgment does not examine this shift, but endorses its premise, treating
environmental harm as a debt that can be settled after the fact.
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AT foA0Tar $8 IRecTeT T FIET ALT P, STeeh IHRT FeT FTUROM T FHFR HA §V
qaTaRoly &1fa &t 0 E1fica & &9 & SWaT § foraeT fuers acar & a1 off forar 51 Thar &1

But a principle meant to prevent irreversible harm cannot be honoured by pricing the harm
and collecting the cheque.

Tehe] T Tlieid, Toraent 3eged 3TqRUNY &Tfct Y Aehedl &, harel 38 &1l T Fod AR Feeh
3R ST 3ITCATeT JTCT ek T 6T TATAT ST HehelT|
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